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INTRODUCTION 


This  compilation  relates  to  my  work  on  The  Springfield  Repub- 
lican from  the  middle  of  July,  1872,  to  the  middle  of  March,  1919,  and 
embodies  expressions  of  good  will  and  regret  over  the  severing  of 
a  relation  that  had  meant  so  much  in  opportunity  and  the  satis- 
factions of  service. 

For  many  years  these  lines  have  lingered  in  memory:  — 

"He  who  does  not  find  the  world  in  his  few  friends 
Deserves  not  that  the  world  should  learn  of  him." 

What  the  men  of  my  profession  have  been  saying  in  such  warmth 
of  generosity  is  for  friends  to  see.  But  a  great  newspaper  is  the 
product  of  the  devotion  of  many  men.  Its  vitality  is  preserved 
and  enriched  by  the  life  blood  of  workers  eager  to  spend  and  be 
spent  in  its  service.  Too  little  recognition  comes  to  most  of  them. 
Consciousness  of  doing  one's  best  is  a  reward,  but  the  much  that 
might  be  added  to  that  is  withheld.  There  are  so  many  who 
escape  the  praise! 

It  is  cause  for  regret  in  connection  with  what  has  been  written 
about  my  retirement  that  comrades  in  the  service,  of  rarest  devo- 
tion and  the  finest  accomplishment,  are  not,  and  under  the  circum- 
stances could  not  easily  have  been,  given  their  true  measure  of 
recognition.  The  Daily  Republican  has  been  kept  distinctive  among 
newspapers  only  through  such  continuing  team  work  in  all  its  de- 
partments as  the  noble  and  forward  looking  ideals  of  its  founder 
inspired  and  demanded.  It  would  not  be  easy  to  make  up  the  long 
list  of  men,  living  and  dead,  who,  during  my  association  with  the 
paper  contributed  richly  to  its  success  and  power.  One  has  a 
feeUng  of  disquietude  and  shame  at  being  honored  above  the  rest. 
Too  much  may  be  made  of  length  of  service. 


To  those  early  dominating  ideals  and  methods,  Samuel  Bowles, 
the  son,  the  central  authority  and  representing  the  ownership, 
remained  true  to  the  day  of  his  death,  March  14, 191 5.  He  gave  the 
rights  of  the  reader  first  consideration.  I  have  not  encountered 
during  my  life  higher  aim  or  stronger  purpose.  So  the  old  atmos- 
phere remained,  the  exceptional  loyalty  and  enthusiasm  endured, 
and  the  high  standing  of  the  paper  was  maintained.  May  this  continue 
to  be  The  Republican's  way  of  salvation  and  of  service,  of  gaining 
the  success  that  is  worth  having,  during  all  its  enlarging  future. 

Solomon  Bulkley  Griffin. 


NEWSPAPER   FRIENDLINESS 


It  may  be  worth  saying  that  the  following  editorial  comments 
include  only  such  as  have  come  to  hand  without  the  intervention 
of  clipping  bureaus  or  any  organized  search. 

(new  YORK  times) 

WONDERFUL  RECORD  OF  SERVICE 

Of  the  papers  of  the  country  to  be  counted  among  those  that  think  for 
themselves  and  have  opinions  worthy  of  consideration,  even  when  the 
opinions  do  not  win  agreement,  is  and  long  has  been  The  Springfield 
Republican.  The  retirement  from  its  service  of  its  managing  editor,  S.  B. 
Griffin,  is  therefore  a  matter  of  more  than  ordinary  importance  in  the 
world  of  journalism. 

Mr.  Griffin  entered  The  Republican  office  as  office  editor  and  staff  cor- 
respondent in  1872,  immediately  after  his  graduation  from  Williams,  and 
there  he  has  remained  ever  since  —  the  greater  part  of  that  time  in  the  re- 
sponsible position  which  he  has  just  resigned.  Through  all  these  years  he 
has  exemplified  the  highest  professional  qualities,  and  consistently  has  ex- 
ercised his  high  abilities  in  the  production  of  a  newspaper  fully  deserving 
of  the  fame  it  achieved.  Carefully  and  successfully  avoiding  every  form  of 
sensationalism,  Mr.  Griffiin,  as  all  the  readers  of  The  Republican  know, 
did  not  lack  vigor  either  in  attacking  policies  to  which  he  objected  or  in 
defending  those  which  had  his  approval.  He  has  been  recognized  as  a 
dangerous  antagonist  and  a  powerful  friend,  and  all  of  the  innumerable 
controversies  in  which  he  has  engaged  have  been  conducted  fairly  and  with 
the  purpose,  never  doubted  even  by  his  antagonists,  of  advancing  the 
interests  of  the  country. 

It  is  a  pleasure  to  know  that  the  retirement  of  Mr.  Griffin  is  not  be- 
cause of  declining  health,  but  to  take  up  other  work  of  a  literary  nature. 

(the  boston  transcript) 
A  NEW  ENGLAND  JOURNALIST 

Mr.  S.  B.  Griffin's  retirement  from  The  Springfield  Republican,  after 
forty-seven  years  of  connection  with  that  paper  and  forty-one  years  of  serv- 
ice as  its  managing  editor  does  not,  happily,  bring  Mr.  Griffin  s  highly  use- 
ful service  to  his  countrymen  to  an  end,  for  he  proposes  to  continue  his 
intellectual  activities  on  an  individual  basis. 

It  is  needless  to  tell  a  New  England  public  what  Mr.  Griffin's  position 
and  influence  in  our  life  have  been  throughout  the  long  period  in  which  he 
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fractically  directed  the  political  and  intellectual  course  of  The  Republican, 
t  was  he  who  continued  and  maintained  the  work  and  the  methoas  of  that 
great  exemplar  of  a  solid,  able  and  conscientious  American  journalism,  the 
elder  Samuel  Bowles.  Eschewing  personal  notoriety,  seeking  no  fame  for 
himself,  Mr.  Griffin  nevertheless  became  a  marked  personal  influence, 
purely  by  force  of  his  brain  and  his  conscience.  He  has  oeen,  in  his  modest 
chair,  a  Puritan  preux  chevalier  of  journalism,  and  his  influence,  even  if 
now  it  were  laid  down,  would  long  survive  in  our  life  and  thought. 

Bowles  plus  Griffin  made  The  Springfield  Republican  a  national  institu- 
tion, and  the  names  of  both  will  permanently  honor  the  New  England  source 
from  which  they  sprang. 


(the  boston  herald) 
A  GREAT  EDITOR  RETIRES 

In  the  announced  retirement  of  Mr.  Solomon  Bulkley  Griffin,  after 
serving  forty  years  as  managing  editor  of  The  Springfield  Republican 
contemporary  journalism  loses  one  of  its  distinguishing  figures.  Brought 
up  under  the  elder  Bowles,  and  chosen  by  him  to  share  with  the  late  Samuel 
Bowles,  2d,  the  management  of  that  newspaper,  the  two  young  men  — 
beginning  in  the  seventies  —  worked  together  for  more  than  a  generation 
in  maintaining,  faithful  to  the  standards  of  its  great  founder,  a  journal  of 
exceptional  power  and  influence. 

Mr.  Bowles  did  his  work  in  the  business  office,  Mr.  Griffin  his  as  an 
editorial  writer.  When  the  former  died  a  few  years  ago,  newspapers  in 
every  part  of  the  land  paid  tributes  to  his  memory,  but  almost  invariably 
for  productions  of  Mr.  Griffin's  pen.  The  latter,  however,  was  only  too  glad 
that  his  long-time  friend  and  associate  should  have  this  honor,  for  they  nad 
worked  together  in  complete  unity  of  spirit.  Their  conclusions  were 
usually  those  of  men  with  a  passion  for  exact  justice  —  alike  to  friend  and 
foe  —  and  with  a  capacity  for  dipping  into  the  future  with  its  visions  of  the 
world  that  is  to  be. 


(the   HARTFORD   COURANT) 

EDITOR  GRIFFIN'S  RETIREMENT 

The  announcement  that  Solomon  B.  Griffin  has  retired  frorn  the  edi- 
torial management  of  The  Springfield  Republican  will  be  received  with 
personal  regret  by  a  wide  circle  of  newspaper  men  and  by  the  regrets  of 
many  readers  of  the  paper,  who,  though  tney  may  not  even  know  his  name 
will  miss  his  very  individual  style  of  thought  and  expression,  that  has  done 
so  much  to  give  The  Republican  its  peculiar  flavor. 

Mr.  Griffin  was  graduated  at  Williams  in  1872  and  went  at  once  to  The 
Republican,  where  the  second  Samuel  Bowles,  "the  Sam"  Bowles  as  the 
name  is  generally  accepted,  was  in  full  charge  with  his  positive  and  electric 
nature.  Mr.  Griffin  caught  his  spirit  and  has  well  maintained  the  char- 
acteristics that  have  made  the  paper  so  widely  known.  The  Courant  has 
been  far  from  always  agreeing  with  its  critical  contemporary,  which  has  too 


often  shown  a  preference  for  the  other  side  of  the  street  from  that  on  which 
the  majority  were  travelling,  but  every  reader  has  recognized  the  force  and 
brilliancy  of  its  editorials,  and  the  culture  and  independence  that  they 
demonstrated.  Henry  Watterson  was  known  everywhere  for  what  he 
wrote,  but  "Sol"  Griffin  has  written  under  the  traditions  of  anonymous 
newspaper  work  and  the  paper  has  been  individualized  rather  than  the  man 
who  individualized  it. 

It  is  agreeable  to  read  that  Mr.  Griffin  will  pursue  his  own  literary 
work  now,  free  from  the  heavy  cares  and  responsibilities  of  editorial  man- 
agement. Good  wishes  will  go  to  him  from  every  editorial  department  in 
the  country. 

It  will  be  interesting  to  watch  the  work  of  the  men  who  follow  him, — 
Waldo  L.  Cook,  as  editorial  director,  and  H.  K.  Regal,  as  managing  editor. 
One  by  one  the  older  generation  of  editors  are  giving  up  their  places  to  men 
whom  they  consider  young,  but  whom  the  people  in  general  look  upon  as 
well  along  in  years  and  ability. 


(the   HARTFORD   TIMES) 

MR.  GRIFFIN  RETIRES 

Any  change  in  the  editorial  personnel  of  The  Springfield  Republican 
is  matter  of  interest  and  significance  to  that  large  body  of  thoughtful  people 
who  recognize  the  national  force  and  influence  exercised  so  wisely  by  this 
splendid  journal  since  the  time  of  its  foundation.  That  is  why  the  retire- 
ment from  active  newspaper  work  of  Solomon  Bulkley  Griffin,  since  1872 
a  member  of  The  Republican's  staff  and  for  years  its  managing  editor,  will 
bring  to  many  a  sense  of  parting  with  an  old  and  greatly  valued  friend. 

Mr.  Griffin  belongs  to  that  coterie  of  brilliant  journalists  who  gathered 
on  The  Republican  under  the  second  Samuel  Bowles.  Charles  R.  Miller, 
now  editor  of  the  New  York  Times,  was  another.  The  names  of  many  in 
that  group  shine  brightly  in  the  annals  of  American  journalism,  although 
perhaps  no  more  brightly  than  do  the  names  of  other  and  younger  men  who 
afterward  in  The  Republican's  editorial  rooms  gained  their  sound  practical 
training  and  their  even  sounder  American  ideals  in  the  Bowles  traditions 
and  the  Griffin  tutelage.  Little  advertised  and  too  little  lauded,  Mr.  Griffin, 
directly  and  indirectly,  has  made  real  contribution  to  the  common  good. 

Mr.  Griffin  retires  to  a  well  earned  rest,  but  one  may  hope  that  these 
interesting  times  and  deeds  will  not  find  him  an  entirely  silent  spectator. 


(the  congregationalist  and  advance) 

A  GREAT  JOURNALIST 

The  retirement  of  Solomon  Bulkley  Griffin  from  the  managing  editor- 
ship of  The  Springfield  Republican  removes  from  the  field  of  active  journal- 
ism one  of  the  greatest  newspaper  men  of  our  time.  Mr.  Griffin  has  been 
a  member  of  The  Republican  staff  since  1872.  He  retires  to  secure  needed 
relief  from  the  heavy  burdens  of  daily  journalism  and  will  probably  devote 
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his  time  to  literary  work  and  personal  business  affairs.  Mr.  Griffin  was 
associated  with  the  elder  Samuel  Bowles  and  for  many  years  worked  with 
the  son,  Samuel  Bowles,  who  died  a  few  years  ago.  Mr.  Bowles  carried  the 
business  responsibilities  of  the  paper,  while  Mr.  Griffin  had  the  larger  share 
in  shaping  the  editorial  policy  and  in  making  the  paper  the  great  power 
which  it  was  throughout  his  career.  He  wrote  many  of  the  brilliant, 
widely-quoted  editorials  of  The  Republican  and  no  one  can  measure  the 
strong,  illuminating  and  wholesome  influence  of  his  work.  The  name  and 
fame  of  The  Republican  has  been  linked  with  the  name  of  Samuel  Bowles, 
but  equal,  if  not  larger  credit,  should  be  given  to  the  modest,  faithful  and 
noble-spirited  Griffin  whose  name  was  not  known  to  most  of  the  readers. 
Mr.  Gnffin  trained  some  of  America's  leading  journalists,  who  began  their 
career  under  him,  and  the  influence  of  his  inspiring  personality,  as  well  as 
the  editorial  page  that  he  fashioned  from  day  to  day,  will  endure. 


(the    SPRINGFIELD   UNION) 

MR.  GRIFFIN'S  RETIREMENT 

The  retirement  of  Solomon  B.  Griffin  from  The  Springfield  Republican 
after  forty-seven  years  of  continuous  service  on  that  newspaper  is  a  distinct 
loss  to  the  profession  of  journalism.  Since  1878  he  has  discharged  with 
great  fidelity  and  conspicuous  ability  the  duties  of  managing  editor,  which 
are  as  multifarious  as  they  are  exacting  and  nerve  wearing.  His  has  been 
the  guiding  hand  through  all  these  years,  and  now  comes  the  time  for  the 
well-earned  rest.  To  The  Union  it  has  been  a  real  pleasure  to  work  in  the 
same  field  with  this  fine  gracious  gentleman,  who  has  so  greatly  honored 
his  calling.  If  he  caused  us  to  sharpen  our  wits  it  was  always  with  a  sense 
of  good-natured  rivalry,  so  unfailing  has  been  his  courtesy,  so  honorable 
his  conduct,  so  sincere  his  friendship. 

This  is  not  the  occasion  to  review  Mr.  Griffin's  truly  notable  career, 
and  we  hope  that  occasion  may  be  a  long  way  off,  but  we  do  want  to  express 
appreciation  of  his  many  virtues  and  to  say  that  we  shall  greatly  miss  him 
from  his  accustomed  post.  To  have  been  with  a  single  institution  for 
nearly  half  a  century,  yet  to  have  remained  young,  and  alert  in  service  is  an 
achievement  that  carries  its  own  rewards  and  compensations.  In  now 
devoting  himself  to  private  pursuits  we  can  wish  Mr.  Griffin  nothing  better 
than  that  he  shall  continue  to  experience  all  the  satisfactions  of  a  well- 
rounded  life. 


(the    SPRINGFIELD   DAILY  NEWS) 

EDITOR  GRIFFIN  RETIRES 

The  retirement  from  newspaper  service  of  Solomon  Bulkley  Griffin, 
for  nearly  a  half  century  connected  with  The  Springfield  Republican,  and 
for  something  like  forty  years  as  its  managing  editor,  means  the  removal 
from  active  journalistic  life  of  a  brilliant  editor  and  a  most  gracious, 
markedly  lovable  gentleman.  Any  man  who  has  served  so  long  in  such  an 
exacting  capacity  is  entitled  to  the  rest  that  Mr.  Griffin  now  demands  after 
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a  service  in  the  editorial  chair  that  has  not  only  been  incomparable  locally, 
but  that  has  at  the  same  time  been  distinguished  in  the  wider  field  of 
American  newspaper  life. 

His  friends  —  and  they  include  countless  admirers  who  are  not  per- 
sonally acquainted  with  Mr.  Griffin  —  will  be  interested  and  glad  to  know 
that  his  health,  which  has  not  been  good  in  recent  years,  is  so  much  im- 
proved that  there  is  every  promise  that  the  rest  Mr.  Griffin  seeks  will  be  a 
pleasant  one.  Mr.  Griffin's  service  to  this  community  is  too  well  known 
to  call  for  recapitulation  at  this  time.  That  he  will  be  deeply  missed  from 
even  the  more  leisurely  course  that  he  has  pursued  in  the  last  few  yezrs, 
is  a  foregone  conclusion.  His  retirement  is  also  certain  to  call  to  mmd  to 
the  many  who  have  begun  their  careers  under  him,  or  who  have  served 
with  him  in  any  capacity,  what  a  splendid  inspiration  he  has  been.  For- 
tunate the  young  newspaper  man  who  while  in  the  formulative  stage  has 
come  under  the  influence  of  this  kindly,  dignified,  brilliant  exponent  of 
the  best  in  American  journalism. 


(the  waterbury  republican) 
A  NEWSPAPER  EDITOR  RETIRES 

With  regret  newspaper  men  all  over  the  country  will  hear  that  Solomon 
Bulkley  Griffin  has  decided  to  retire  from  active  newspaper  work.  For 
nearly  forty-seven  years  he  has  been  a  member  of  the  staff  of  The  Spring- 
field Republican,  for  the  greater  part  of  that  time  being  its  managing  editor, 
and  that  paper's  excellence  in  no  small  degree  has  been  due  to  the  mark  of 
superior  workmanship  which  he  set  upon  it.  The  elder  Samuel  Bowles  was 
editor  of  The  Springfield  Republican  when  Mr.  Griffin  went  to  that  paper 
as  a  "cub"  and  that  giant  in  American  journalism  gave  him  early  lessons 
that  left  a  lasting  imprint.  It  is  interesting  to  note  in  passing  that  another 
"cub"  who  went  to  The  Republican  at  about  the  same  time  and  who  was 
an  intimate  friend  and  roommate  of  Mr.  Griffin  was  Charles  R.  Miller,  who 
was  later  to  become  editor-in-chief  of  the  New  York  Times,  a  posirion 
which  he  still  occupies  on  a  paper  that  under  his  leadership  has  come  to  the 
forefront  of  American  journals. 

Solomon  Bulkley  Griffin  has  been  one  who  could  not  think  or  write 
in  a  commonplace  way.  He  set  for  the  staff  about  him  a  constant  example 
of  work  well  done.  His  heart  was  always  in  his  work  and  no  outside 
activities,  no  matter  how  alluring,  were  ever  allowed  to  distract  him  from 
the  newspaper  that  called  him  to  that  work.  The  staff  that  worked  with 
him  were  made  to  feel  his  own  high  ideals  of  obligation  in  service  to  their 
fellowmen  through  the  newspaper.  "Old  Sol"  had  a  kindly  personal 
interest  in  the  men  who  worked  with  him  even  in  later  years  when  the 
staff  had  grown  so  large  and  the  departments  so  divided  that  he  was  not 
brought  in  such  close  contact  with  all  the  men  as  he  had  been  in  preceding 
years. 

The  late  Samuel  Bowles,  who  was  publisher  of  The  Republican  during 
the  time  that  Mr.  Griffin  was  its  managing  editor,  was  a  man  of  cold 
austerity,  one  to  whom  men  could  not  warm.  It  was  particularly  fortunate 
for  the  paper  with  which  they  were  connected  that  Mr.  Griffin  should  have 
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been  a  man  of  the  warm  heart  and  fine  human  sympathies  that  he  pos- 
sessed. He  gave  to  the  staff  about  him  not  merely  an  atmosphere  of 
efficiency,  but  one  of  cordiality  and  sympathetic  understanding  of  their 
fellowmen,  Qualities  needed  for  the  best  newspaper  work. 

Througn  him  the  newspaper  men  of  later  days  were  brought  into  touch 
with  the  period  of  American  journalism  when  Dana  and  Greeley  were  in 
editorial  chairs.  All  the  best  things  of  that  period  he  brought  over  to  men 
of  succeeding  years,  but,  alert  and  quick  in  appreciation  of  the  progress 
that  modem  journalism  has  made,  he  was  never  one  to  rant  of  the  good  old 
days  in  tones  that  would  lead  younger  men  to  believe  that  modem  times 
were  out  of  joint.  Young  men  got  from  Solomon  Bulkley  Griffin  inspira- 
tion from  the  fine  things  of  the  past  together  with  an  impetus  for  more 
good  things  that  came  of  his  active  working  with  them  in  the  present. 

While  it  loses  so  much  by  the  retirement  of  Mr.  Griffin,  American 
journalism  may  yet  make  a  great  gain  by  his  throwing  the  reins  of  active 
newspaper  making  to  younger  hands  at  this  time.  This  dean  of  our  jour- 
nalism has  in  his  memory  a  rich  storehouse  of  information  bearing  on  the 
development  of  American  joumalism  during  the  period  of  his  service, 
together  with  stories  important  as  well  as  strikingly  mieresting  concerning 
the  leading  newspaper  men  of  his  time.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  he  will  give 
himself  to  the  task  of  writing  a  book  of  reminiscences. 


(the  holyoke  transcript) 
THE  RETIREMENT  OF  SOLOMON  B.  GRIFFIN 

For  years  The  Springfield  Republican  has  been  one  of  the  best  training 
schools  for  newspaper  workers  in  the  country,  if  not  in  the  world.  Now  its 
oldest,  and  to  many  the  best,  of  the  teachers  in  that  school,  Solomon  B. 
Griffin,  is  to  retire.  The  last  man,  too,  who  received  personally  from  the 
Samuel  Bowles,  who  made  The  Republican  a  power,  that  Pentecostal 
newsfire  that  has  had  no  equal  in  newspaper  offices  or  schools  of  whatever 
kind  this  broad  country  over. 

Mr.  Griffin  had  filled  many  places  on  The  Republican  staff  before  he 
assumed  the  managing  editorship.  He  began  as  a  reporter  and  under  the 
direct  oversight  of  the  elder  Bowles  soon  demonstrated  that  quality  he 
later  was  to  demand  from  his  young  men,  "the  nose  for  news."  That 
quality  cannot  be  taught,  either  in  The  Republican  office  or  anywhere 
else.  Man  that  is  born  of  woman,  if  he  has  no  "nose  for  news"  had  better 
get  into  the  business  end  of  the  paper,  or  ^et  out.  He  is  useless  in  the  news 
end  of  the  paper.  And  Mr.  Griffin  retamed  that  quality  throughout  his 
long  and  brilliant  service  for  The  Republican  in  a  marked  degree.  Whether 
reporting  a  personal  item  or  a  political  convention,  the  news  possibilities 
never  escaped  him  for  a  moment. 

Different  from  many  editors,  Mr.  Griffin  loves  intensely  his  brother 
humans.  He  was  always  eager  to  get  new  candidates  for  state  or  local 
office  into  his  office  where  he  could  have  a  heart-to-heart  talk  with  them; 
as  the  saying  is  "not  necessarily  for  publication,  but  as  a  guarantee  of  good 
faith."  And  men  found  that  they  could  put  tonfidence  in  him;  aldermanic 
candidates,  senatorial  candidates,  gubernatorial  candidates,  and  higher, 
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even,  have  visited  that  comer  office  in  The  Republican  building  and  un- 
burdened their  politically  or  otherwise  burdened  souls,  and  received, 
always,  frankness  and  courtesy,  and  at  times,  when  needed,  the  cold  logic 
of  the  situation  as  it  was  viewed  by  a  master  judge  of  men.  Nor  did  all 
that  entered  into  that  office  come  out  ready  to  buy  laurel  wreathes  to 
place  on  the  brow  of  the  managing  editor. 

But  these  were  the  exceptions;  and  such  exceptions,  it  must  be  noted, 
as  deserved  what  they  got.  To  beginners  in  the  big  school  of  news-gather- 
ing, Mr.  Griffin  was  kindness  and  patience  itself.  Personality  counts; 
and  many  a  reporter,  who  has  seen  service  on  The  Republican  staff,  remem- 
bers yet  the  glow  that  came  from  a  discreet  word  of  praise  from  Editor 
Griffin. 

And  now  as  Time  forces  him  to  throw  the  torch  to  those  who  shall 
follow,  there  will  be  more  than  one  voice  raised  to  testify  to  the  works  that 
he  wrought,  and  of  appreciation  of  the  vigor,  the  clarity,  the  poise  of  that 
editorial  pen  he  now  relinquishes.  For  though  it  will  be  the  wish  of  his 
hundreds  and  hundreds  of  friends  that  many  ^ears  shall  yet  be  his,  his 
main  work  is  done;  and  done  in  masterful  fashion  in  a  man's  way,  and  he 
can  take  a  man's  full  pride  in  that  work,  as  those  who  know  of  it  have  done. 
An  editor's  work  is  largely  non-personal;  whether  for  good  or  ill  (and  there 
are  arguments  pro  and  con)  it  is  hidden  mostly  by  a  cloak  of  anony- 
mity. So  those  in  newspaper  circles  are  those  who  best  know  to  what  high 
standard  his  work  has  measured,  and  there  will  be  but  one  verdict  from 
those  who  know;  that  when  Editor  Griffin  lays  down  his  Republican  pen 
there  passes  a  great  editor,  not  the  least  of  the  great  men  who  have  made 
that  newspaper  famous  and  powerful. 


(the    GREENFIELD    RECORDER) 

MR.  GRIFFIN'S  SERVICE 

Solomon  B.  Griffin,  who  retires  from  editorial  connection  with  The 
Springfield  Republican,  may  be  said  to  have  been  the  most  useful,  effective 
and  substantial  servant  of  the  best  interests  of  Western  Massachusetts  of 
any  man  in  its  citizenship.  It  is  hardly  fair  to  limit  by  these  bounds  the 
value  of  his  service;  The  Republican  under  his  editorship  has  been  of  so 
much  wider  influence  and  consequence  that  it  may  not  be  justly  treated  as 
local;  but  there  is  a  certain  and  very  real  reason  for  considering  the  home 
claim  and  estimating  the  home  value,  for  here  was  at  last  the  most  constant 
of  his  and  his  paper  s  achievement. 

It  is  no  simply  local  estimate  that  Mr.  Griffin  has  been  one  of  the  great 
journalists  of  his  era.  Indeed,  the  testimony  to  that  fact  might  more 
readily  be  gathered  among  the  leaders  in  his  craft  the  country  over.  And 
the  local  estimate  might  not  rise  to  its  right  level  from  the  fact  that  he  was 
little  in  the  public  view,  that  few  have  known  him,  that  his  work  was 
impersonal  to  the  perfection  of  the  rule  that  the  newspaper  and  not  the 
men  who  make  it  shall  be  known.  What  Mr.  Griffin  has  been  as  an  influ- 
ence and  as  a  power  is  understandable  in  the  region  which  he  served  when 
it  is  translated  into  the  statement  that  The  Republican  in  these  forty 
years  has  been  an  influence  and  a  power  here, —  the  translation  being 
exact  because  it  has  been  most  of  all  Mr.  Griffin's  work. 
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There  is  no  measuring  the  value  of  such  a  journal  as  The  Republican. 
How  far  it  has  affected  the  real  life  of  the  region  where  it  was  tne  leader 
of  newspapers,  how  greatly  it  has  promoted  the  most  vital  and  at  the  same 
time  the  most  practical  of  interests,  how  far  it  has  entered  into  the  common 
education,  how  far  it  has  wielded  public  opinion,  all  go  beyond  any  possible 
accounting.  And  if  this  be  true,  it  is  the  most  true  of  the  man  who  has  been 
the  guiding  genius.  The  newspaper's  editor  eludes  the  public;  the  greater 
he  is  the  less  he  is  in  the  common  view.  By  this  rule,  the  perfect  efFace- 
ment  of  the  personality  of  The  Republican's  editor  for  forty  years  estab- 
lishes his  claim  to  distinction.  But  the  full  exposure  of  what  he  did  and 
of  the  masterful  way  in  which  he  did  it  would  leave  no  ground  for  doubt 
of  the  statement  that,  great  among  journalists,  he  has  been  greatest  in 
what  he  has  done  for  that  clientele  that  includes  every  man,  woman  and 
child  in  the  region  where  The  Republican  has  been  read  by  most  of  them 
and  felt  by  all  of  them. 


(the  turners  falls  reporter) 
EARLY  DAYS  RECALLED 

Solomon  Bulkley  Griffin  has  left  the  editorial  management  of  TTie 
Springfield  Republican,  and  retired  from  leading  the  way  of  America's 
greatest  inland  newspaper  to  give  more  attention  to  the  affairs  of  some  of 
the  leading  fine  paper  mills  of  the  world's  paper  making  center,  being  presi- 
dent of  one  and  vice-president  in  another.  He  will  also  continue  to  do  some 
literary  work,  unhampered  by  the  remorseless  demand  of  newspaper 
routine.  In  the  fall  of  1872  the  present  writer  sat  at  a  little  Davenport 
desk,  the  same  old  desk  now  under  his  elbow,  trying  to  write  something 
funny  in  a  brand  new  village  of  the  crudest  sort,  destined  to  be  a  second 
Holyoke,  a  second  Lawrence,  or  a  second  to  some  other  manufacturing  town 
known  personally  to  the  men  who  had  capital  invested  in  the  places  set  as 
patterns  for  the  new  city,  which  was  assured  would  be  the  possessor  of  gas 
works  inside  of  ten  years,  to  help  light  the  path  of  its  busy  ten  thousand 
workers.  He  looked  up  to  greet  a  pair  of  the  kindest  eyes,  possessed  by  a 
tall  young  man  just  out  of  Williams  College,  alert,  tactful,  combining 
dignity  and  grace  not  always  found  in  a  beginner,  who  announced  himself 
as  Mr.  Griffin,  and  had  been  selected  by  the  great  Samuel  Bowles  as  a 
reporter  at  large  and  had  come  up  especially  to  see  the  town  which  was 
to  be  so  many  seconds  to  so  many  famous  firsts,  before  the  embryo  city 
had  got  too  far  on  its  headlong  career,  and  of  course,  the  first  source  of  in- 
formation for  a  real  newspaper  man  would  naturally  be  the  newspaper 
office. 

Mr.  Griffin  turned  in  reporter's  copy  of  such  value  that  Mr.  Bowles 
could  not  entertain  the  thought  of  allowing  such  a  man  to  stray  away  from 
the  editorial  rooms  a  minute  longer,  except  as  a  student  of  leading  men  in 
throngs,  and  in  action,  such  as  in  the  large  political  conventions  of  the 
state  and  nation,  where  his  genuine  reporter's  instinct  not  only  absorbed 
the  trend  of  political  policies  and  principles,  but  divined  the  individual 
motive  before  the  various  ideas  were  amalgamated  into  concrete  resolutions. 

Thus  Mr.  Griffin  became  an  exceptionaliy  well  informed  man  on  all 
questions  of  public  import,  and  secured,  by  his  magnetism,  the  deep  per- 
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sonal  acquaintance  of  men  of  affairs  which  he  used  so  efficiently  in  The 
Republican  from  the  day  he  took  the  managing  editor's  chair.  There  is 
not  a  spot  or  place  in  newspaper  writing  that  Mr.  Griffin  has  not  filled  with 
ability,  and  for  that  reason  alone  he  was  of  great  value  to  The  Republican 
in  carrying  along  Mr.  Bowles'  correct  idea  of  keeping  the  paper  in  the  first 
rank,  but  keeping  it  so  by  making  itself  a  school  of  journalism  differing 
from  the  many  well-endowed  artificial  schools  by  its  superior  instruction 
and  suggestive  intuition,  with  all  the  students  allured  day  by  day  by  the 
bread-and-butter  incentive.  The  difference  between  the  journalism  taught 
by  theory  and  that  gained  by  practice,  is  about  the  same  as  playing  poker 
with  stage  money,  and  with  the  real  long  green. 

Horace  Greeley,  being  a  printer,  suggested  all  candidates  should  use 
an  ink  keg  as  a  pillow.  Sam  Bowles,  bemg  a  newsgatherer,  and  writer  of 
comments  on  what  he  got,  would  have  a  young  man  start  in  reporting  with 
a  modest  amount  of  grub  in  sight,  and  then  yell  to  him  to  begin  to  climb 
for  a  bigger  hunk,  and  if  he  proved  a  poor  climber  to  get  him  out  of  the  way 
of  the  young  man  who  not  only  could  climb  but  would.  Mr.  Bowles  did 
much  to  put  young  men  through  the  mill,  and  every  one  that  came  out  at 
the  top  was  a  credit  to  the  business.  But  Mr.  Griffin,  having  done  all 
things  himself,  and  with  the  kindliest  disposition  to  encourage  excellence 
has  long  been  the  great  schoolmaster  of  journalism  in  his  own  school,  and 
many  a  young  man  who  would  have  faltered  at  the  more  heroic  —  almost 
military  —  treatment  of  the  middle  Sam,  won  laurels  by  the  kindly 
advice  and  tactful  ways  of  Mr.  Griffin,  that  were  worth  while.  Hardly  a 
man  who  has  penned  a  readable  line  for  a  newspaper  the  country  wide,  for 
his  dail^  bread,  in  the  past  quarter  of  a  century,  but  will  be  sorry  to  see 
Mr.  Gnffin  lay  down  the  wand  that  he  so  magically  directed. 


(the  buffalo  courier) 

SOLOMON  B.  GRIFFIN  RETIRES 

Solomon  B.  Griffin,  the  managing  editor  of  The  Springfield  Republican 
for  forty-one  years,  has  just  retired  from  active  newspaper  work.  Mr. 
Griffin  has  long  been  recognized  as  one  of  the  foremost  editors  of  the  coun- 
try. Speaking  of  his  retirement,  the  Springfield  Union,  the  leading  rival 
of  The  Republican  says: 

"To  the  Union  it  has  been  a  real  pleasure  to  work  in  the  same  field 
with  this  fine,  gracious  gentleman,  who  has  so  greatly  honored  his  calling. 
If  he  caused  us  to  sharpen  our  wits  it  was  always  with  a  sense  of  good- 
natured  rivalry,  so  unfailing  has  been  his  courtesy,  so  honorable  his  con- 
duct, so  sincere  his  friendship." 

Mr.  Griffin  is  nearly  sixty-seven  years  of  age.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
advisory  council  of  the  Pulitzer  School  of  Journalism,  Columbia  University. 
He  is  an  intimate  personal  friend  of  President  Wilson. 
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(THE   HARTFORD    COURANT) 

BOUQUETS  FOR  A  NEIGHBOR 

The  recognition  of  Solomon  B.  Griffin  on  his  retirement  from  the 
editorial  control  of  The  Springfield  Republican  cannot  but  be  gratifying  to 
a  man  who  has  for  so  long  worked  so  conscientiously  under  the  cloak  that 
the  anonymous  character  of  newspaper  editorials  spreads  over  the  writers. 
The  New  York  Sun  yesterday  said  editorially: — 

"All  over  the  country,  newspapers  recognize  the  fact  that  his  retirement 
from  the  profession  is  a  serious  loss  to  it  and  to  the  public  it  serves." 

And  Admiral  Frank  T.  Bowles  wrote  from  Boston: — 

"He  has  for  many  years  quietly  occupied  a  leading  place  in  a  large 
community  and  has  nobly  sacrificed  worldly  motives  of  wealth  and  place 
to  a  service  in  which  conviction  and  the  heart  of  a  soulful,  tolerant,  keen 
and  sympathetic  observer  of  human  nature  could  have  sway." 

One  thing  Mr.  Griffin  gets  that  falls  to  few  men.  He  is  able  to  read 
what  newspaper  men  would  call  his  own  obituaries  and  thus  to  learn  what, 
had  he  stood  by  to  the  end,  would  only  have  been  printed  after  he  had 
passed  beyond  the  reach  of  newspaper  paragraphs. 


(the    new  YORK   sun) 

It  is  told  of  Solomon  Bulkley  Griffin  that  in  his  earlier  youth  he  made 
up  his  mind  to  be  managing  editor  of  The  Springfield  Republican,  and 
never  quit  striving  for  that  honorable  and  arduous  job  until  in  1878  he  got 
it.  The  story  may  not  be  true  but  it  fits  Mr.  Griffin,  who  is  level  headed 
and  has  never  been  afraid  of  hard  work.  How  much  hard  work  he  has  done 
in  the  forty-one  years  that  measure  his  service  in  the  managing  editorship 
of  The  Republican  only  those  who  understand  the  intricacies  of  newspaper 
production  will  realize;  but  the  weight  of  his  labors  has  meant  nothing  to 
him,  and  The  Republican  and  its  readers  have  been  mighty  fortunate  in 
having  him  take  a  major  part  in  its  production.  He  has  given  up  this  task 
now  to  attend  to  his  private  affairs,  and  not  only  in  Massachusetts  but  all 
over  the  country,  newspapers  recognize  the  fact  that  his  retirement  from 
the  profession  is  a  serious  loss  to  it  and  to  the  public  it  serves. 


(the  boston  globe) 

Hearty  congratulations  and  good  wishes  to  Editor  Solomon  Bulkley 
Griffin  of  The  Springfield  Republican  on  his  well-earned  leisure  for  atten- 
tion to  his  personal  affairs,  but  sincere  regrets  for  his  retirement  from 
journalism,  which  he  has  exemplified  at  its  best  in  his  forty-seven  years  of 
service.  Mr.  Griffin  has  long  been  a  kindly  counselor  and  a  high  inspiration 
for  the  younger  men  of  the  press,  and  these  will  do  well  if  they  live  up  to 
the  standard  that  he  has  set  in  a  lifetime  of  devotion. 


(the    WATERBURY  AMERICAN) 

The  retirement  of  Solomon  B.  Griffin  from  the  position  of  managing 
editor  of  The  Springfield  Republican  is  an  event  which  marks  time.    He 
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has  been  the  practical  editorial  mind  on  that  paper  under  two  Bowleses, 
father  and  son,  and  has  earned  retirement  with  honor  by  forty-seven  years 
of  fine  service.  We  have  sometimes  wondered  whether  he  has  changed 
with  the  spirit  of  The  Republican,  which  is  so  different  from  what  it  used 
to  be,  or  not.    This  retirement  may  show. 


(the  new  YORK  tribune) 

Solomon  Bulkley  Griffin,  for  forty-one  j^ears  managing  editor  of  The 
Springfield  Republican,  has  retired.  He  will  devote  himself  to  literary 
work,  free  from  the  responsibilities  of  editorial  management.  He  will  be 
missed  by  those  who  have  enjoyed  his  individual  style  of  thought  and  ex- 
pression and  a  fine  spirit  of  fairness.  When  Mr.  Griffin  was  graduated 
from  Williams  College,  in  1872,  he  went  at  once  to  The  Republican,  where 
he  learned  the  principles  of  journalism  exemplified  by  the  elder  Samuel 
Bowles. 


(the    LOWELL   courier-citizen) 

So  long  has  The  Springfield  Republican's  editorial  page  been  readable* 
and  exasperating,  beyond  the  generality  of  newspapers,  the  admiration 
and  despair  of  its  contemporanes,  that  one  can  only  hope  no  essential 
change  of  tone  and  slant  will  result  from  the  retirement  of  Solomon  Bulkley 
Griffin,  for  many  years  its  managing  editor.  From  the  elder  Bowles*  day 
this  newspaper  has  been  edited  with  an  intelligence  and  acumen  quite  out 
of  the  ordinary  in  American  journalism,  and  much  of  the  character  of  the 
paper  must  have  emanated,  one  would  suppose,  from  Mr.  Griffin  who  in 
one  capacity  and  another  has  served  it  for  forty-seven  years.  The  attitude 
of  The  Republican  on  this  or  that  question  one  may  not  agree  with ;  in 
fact,  it  has  long  had  a  tendency  to  take  positions  that  you  would  hardly 
expect  from  a  representative  newspaper  in  a  staid  New  England  com- 
munity. It  has  always,  however,  abounded  in  ideas  and  convictions  in  the 
positive  virtues  of  journalism.  One  has  never  felt,  after  reading  its  editorial 
page,  that  one  has  been  associating  with  a  company  of  weak  minds,  with 
dull  and  melancholy  passers  of  platitudes.  May  The  Republican  continue 
to  be  as  stimulating  and  irritating  as  ever  to  other  mentalities. 


(the  pittsfield  eagle) 

The  country-wide  fame  of  The  Republican  was  made  in  the  days  of 
the  elder  Bowles  and  when,  following  him,  young  Griffin  began  to  expand 
as  a  student  of  world-wide  affairs,  the  force  of  the  paper  was  not  lessened 
and  for  years  Mr.  Griffin  was  admittedly  one  of  the  foremost  editorial 
writers  in  the  United  States.  Presumably  Mr.  Griffin  contemplates  a  few 
years  of  quiet,  and  he  certainly  deserves  them. 


(the  athol  transcript) 
The  editorial  profession  of  the  country  loses  one  of  its  most  brilliant 
representatives  by  the  announced  retirement  of  Solomon  B.  Griffin.    For 
nearly  forty-seven  years  Mr.  Griffin  has  been  strongly  instrumental  in 
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giving  The  Republican  the  great  reputation  it  has  enjoyed  as  an  organ  of 
opinion,  and,  with  the  late  Samuel  Bowles,  he  has  built  up  a  newspaper 
that  ranked  among  the  foremost  in  the  country  in  character  and  influence. 
Though  published  all  this  time  in  a  comparatively  small  inland  city.  The 
Republican  has  been  known  and  recognized  all  over  the  land  as  a  paper 
of  metropolitan  quality,  and  its  influence  in  national  affairs  has  given  the 
city  in  which  it  was  published  larger  fame  than  any  other  institution  it 
possessed.  It  is  a  very  remarkable,  perhaps  unequalled,  record  of  news- 
paper service. 


(bulletin  of  the  authors  club) 

Solomon  B.  Grifiin,  who  has  been  a  member  of  this  club  since  1892, 
has  lately  retired  from  the  editorship  of  The  Springfield  Republican  after 
half  a  lifetime  of  service.  The  Council  invited  him  to  give  us,  some  even- 
ing, a  brief  talk  on  his  journalistic  reminiscences.  Mr.  Griflin  replied, 
expressing  appreciation  of  the  invitation;  "But,"  he  wrote,  "all  my  life 
I  have  escaped  making  addresses.  Now  that  repose  and  relief  from  strain 
are  sought,  so  excellent  a  record  must  be  kept  unspotted,  as  I  mingle  more 
freely  with  the  world  of  the  Authors  Club.  Believing  further  that  the 
great  American  vice  is  that  of  too  much  poor  speaking,  I  am  going  to  beg 
3iat  the  Council  permit  me  to  enjoy  enlarged  fellowship  with  the  Club 
without  imposing  upon  it!" 
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MANY  CHEERING  LETTERS 


The  letters  received,  all  of  them  highly  prized,  are  too  many 
to  permit  of  including  them  in  anything  like  their  entirety,  and  it 
is  not  practicable  to  make  record  of  direct  personal  expressions  of 
approval  and  good  will.  The  alternative  has  been  adopted  of  se- 
lecting letters  that  are  representative  and  suggestive  of  a  wealth  of 
appreciation  that  richly  colors  the  nearly  half  century  of  hard  work 
and  the  joy  of  it,  as  follows : 

WILLIAM  HOWARD  TAFT 

I  note  from  The  Springfield  Republican  that  you  are  retiring  from  the 
paper.  I  greatly  regret  this,  because  you  have  been  such  a  tower  of 
strength  in  the  editorial  columns.  However,  you  have  certainly  earned 
a  rest  by  your  long  labors  which  have  always  been  in  the  pursuit  of  the 
highest  ideals  for  the  country.  I  hope  that  you  will  find  ^reat  satisfaction 
and  contentment  in  the  otium  cum  dignitate  which  is  certamly  yours. 


W.  MURRAY  CRANE 

I  read  the  statement  this  morning.  On  account  of  the  great  service 
that  you  could  continue  to  render  the  country  for  many  years  to  come,  and 
the  personal  feeling  of  sadness  at  discontinuing  work  that  you  have  been 
engaged  in  for  many  years,  I  am  very  sorry  indeed.  On  account  of  your 
health,  and  the  freedom  you  will  now  have,  I  am  very  glad.  I  have  no 
doubt  you  will  find  plenty  to  do  and  that  you  will  have  many  offers  for  your 
service,  some  of  which  you  may  accept. 


GOVERNOR  CALVIN  COOLIDGE 

I  feel  that  your  retirement  will  be  a  real  loss  to  the  sound  public  dis- 
cussion of  current  events  and  policies,  so  that  I  trust  that  even  from  your 
retirement,  which  I  recognize  as  so  highly  merited,  there  may  come  from  time 
to  time  a  frank  expression  of  your  opmions  on  current  public  questions. 


EX-GOVERNOR  SAMUEL  W.  McCALL 

You  have  certainly  earned  the  privilege  of  retiring  from  The  Republi- 
can, but  I  am  sorry  you  have  done  it.  Your  forty-seven  years  of  service 
upon  a  paper  of  that  character  and  the  responsibility  of  your  relation  to  it 
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made  your  career  one  of  the  most  notable  in  journalism.  I  do  not  know  ot 
anything  better  than  the  long  and  really  successful  fight  that  The  Repub- 
lican maintained  upon  the  issue  of  imperialism.  I  hope  that  you  will  give 
us  the  benefit  of  your  counsel  and  will  live  for  many  years  to  enjoy  the 
vacation  so  well  earned. 


DR.  H.  A.  GARFIELD 

PRESIDENT   OF   WILLIAMS   COLLEGE 

My  scribbled  line  from  Washington  inadequately  expressed  my  feeling 
at  hearing  of  your  retirement  from  The  Republican.  The  feeling  is  partly 
personal  and  partly  of  public  loss.  At  this  time  we  need  the  guidance  of 
all  those  who  think  clear,  calm  thoughts  and  whose  justice  and  judgment 
are  unshaken  by  undue  self-interest  or  limited  by  narrow  views.  I  have 
always  looked  to  you,  whether  speaking  through  The  Republican  or  at  our 
meetings  here,  as  representing  these  things. 


WILLIAM  W.  McCLENCH, 

PRESIDENT    MASSACHUSETTS   MUTUAL   LIFE   INSURANCE   COMPANY 

The  announcement  of  your  retirement  gave  me  a  feeling  of  deep  regret. 
You  have  been  so  long  the  leader  there,  and  not  only  the  local  community 
but  the  country  has  profited  so  much  from  your  thought  and  work  that 
all  readers  of  the  editorial  page  will  feel,  I  am  sure,  a  distinct  personal  loss. 
But  our  loss  will  be  your  gain,  and  you  are  surely  entitled  now  to  freedom 
and  rest  with  all  their  attractive  opportunities.  May  you  enjoy  them  in 
good  health  during  many  years.  Certainly  one  source  at  least  of  happiness 
must  be  the  consciousness  of  having  done  so  much  constructive  work  on  the 
paper  and  with  conspicuous  and  widely  recognized  ability. 


CHARLES  R.  MILLER 

EDITOR   OF  THE   NEW  YORK  TIMES 


What  is  this  nonsense  I  hear  about  your  "retiring"?  Surely,  you 
ought  to  stay  in  one  place  long  enough  to  learn  your  trade.  This  shifting 
about  from  one  job  to  another  is  a  sign  of  instability  of  character.  Why 
should  you  want  to  be  a  rolling  stone?  Probably  we  shall  hear  of  you  next 
starting  a  paper  up  in  Pittsfield. 


CHARLES  HOPKINS  CLARK 

EDITOR   OF  THE   HARTFORD   COURANT 

Accept  my  cordial  regrets  at  the  news.  You  move  too  hastily.  It  is 
the  impetuousness  of  a  still-remaining  youth.  Look  at  me!  If  this  thing 
spreads,  I'll  have  to  get  out  —  and  I  don't  want  to.  Though  we  have  often 
differed  on  details,  let  me  thank  you  for  the  very  great  much  that  you  have 
done  for  giving  character  and  quality  to  ^newspaper  work.  With  best 
wishes. 
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JUDGE  CHRISTOPHER  T.  CALLAHAN 

OF  THE   MASSACHUSETTS    SUPERIOR  COURT 

I  am  writing  simply  to  say  that  your  retirement  has  created  in  my 
mind  a  sense  of  personal  loss  and  that  I  hope  you  will  live  ad  multos  annos 
to  enjoy  the  rest  you  so  richly  deserve.  To  me,  The  Republican  with  your 
editorship  has  been  far  more  than  a  daily  record  of  events;  its  humanity, 
its  broadness,  its  independence,  its  quiet  fearlessness,  have  made  it  an  in- 
stitution. Personally,  I  am  sensible  of  deep  obligation  to  it,  for  it  has  done 
much  for  me.  This  letter  is  to  let  you  know  that  you  have  a  place  in  the 
mind  of  one  who  likes  to  regard  you  as  a  friend. 


COLONEL  WILLIAM  D.  SOHIER 

OF  THE   MASSACHUSETTS   HIGHWAY  COMMISSION 

I  am  very  sorry  to  learn  of  your  retirement.  I  am  almost  afraid  to 
think  how  many  years  it  is  since  I  used  to  write  you  to  help  get  things  done 
and  how  effectively  ^ou  did  it.  As  I  have  often  said,  when  I  wrote  a  letter 
to  The  Republican,  it  was  very  apt  to  come  out  with  an  editorial  with  a  few 
extracts  from  my  letter,  but  the  few  words  you  wrote  giving  a  moral  or 
point  to  the  tale,  made  my  letter  so  much  more  effective  than  it  had  been 
when  I  sent  it  that  I  hardly  knew  it  —  and  that  was  different  from  my 
usual  experience  with  some  of  the  other  papers. 


PROFESSOR  A.  H.  TOLMAN 

OF   THE    UNIVERSITY   OF  CHICAGO 

A  democracy  cannot  thrive  without  the  help  of  intelligent,  high- 
minded,  social-minded  journalism.  You  have  always  spoken  and  fought 
for  the  finest  ideals.  You  have  been  to  many  of  us  a  clear-eyed  conscience. 
Many  years  ago  I  heard  an  able  man  insist  that  The  Republican  was  essen- 
tially an  aristocratic,  snobbish  sheet.  Since  then  I  have  watched  its  utter- 
ances with  care,  and  I  will  take  my  book  oath  that  The  Republican  under 
your  management  has  been  as  soundly  democratic,  as  free  from  distrust 
or  scorn  of  the  people,  as  it  could  possibly  be  without  being  untrue  to  its 

Principles.  The  charge  was  false,  exactly  and  entirely  untrue.  Success  and 
appiness  to  you  in  the  future.  May  the  unusual  sentiment  of  Landor: 
"Old  age  is  the  pleasantest  part  of  life,"  be  entirely  fulfilled  in  your  case  — 
that  is,  whenever  you  get  where  you  are  willing  to  call  yourself  old. 


REV.  DR.  HOWARD  A.  BRIDGMAN 

EDITOR   OF  THE    CONGREGATIONALIST  AND   ADVANCE 

I  want  to  add  my  own  word  of  admiration  and  appreciation  to  the 
many  that  have  been  spoken  since  you  resigned.  You  have  always  been 
an  inspiration  to  me,  and  the  few  talks  I  have  had  with  you  have  helped 
me  to  understand  somewhat  the  secret  of  your  success  and  of  your  con- 
tinuance in  the  harness  for  so  many  fruitful  years.  I  am  getting  on  myself 
nearer  to  the  point  where  the  time  for  putting  off  the  harness  is  nearer  than 
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t  used  to  seem.  I  only  hope  that  I  may  plow  my  course  through  as  well  as 
you  have  done  to  the  end  of  the  furrow.  May  God  bless  you  in  this  period 
of  detachment  which  I  know  will  also  be  a  period  of  happiness  and  longer 
usefulness. 


REPRESENTATIVE  FRANK  L.  GREENE 

OF  VERMONT,  FORMER  EDITOR  OF  THE  ST.  ALBANS  MESSENGER 

I  have  read  with  interest,  not  unmixed  with  disappointment,  that  you 
have  severed  your  connection  with  The  Republican,  after  all  these  many 
years.  I  say  disappointment  because  I  do  not  know  what  else  to  say  to 
express  the  vague  idea  that  The  Republican  will  not  be  nearly  so  much  The 
Republican  if  you  are  not  with  it.  I  remember  you  always  treated  the 
young  scribbler  on  the  Messenger  with  a  pleasant  consideration  and  a 
generous  indulgence,  and  that  it  gave  him  courage  and  confidence  to  feel 
that  he  even  came  to  the  good-natured  attention  of  such  an  eminent  jour- 
nalistic authority.  So  that  young  scribbler  now  offers  you  his  sincere  best 
wishes. 


GEN.  MORRIS  SCHAFF 

OF  THE   MASSACHUSETTS   GAS  AND    ELECTRIC   LIGHT  COMMISSION 

True  as  gospel  the  public  needs  you,  dear  Mr.  Griffin.  Your  fellow 
editors  speak  from  the  heart,  and  I  say  God  bless  you,  for  if  ever  He  had 
a  loyal  subject  in  this  world  who  has  preached  the  doctrines  of  high  moral, 
political  and  social  standards  more  steadfastly,  or  who  year  in  and  year 
out  has  wished  his  world  more  kindly,  I  have  no  knowledge  of  him. 


R.  L.  BRIDGMAN 

DEAN  OF  THE   STATE   HOUSE  CORRESPONDENTS 

Let  me  add  my  word  to  the  many  regrets  which  you  have  doubtless 
received  for  your  retirement  from  The  Republican.  You  have  the  profound 
comfort  of  knowing  that  you  have  rendered  exceptionally  valuable  service 
to  your  city,  to  the  state,  to  the  nation,  and  to  the  world.  There  is  no  fly 
in  your  ointment.  

CHARLES  G.  WOOD 

OF  THE   STATE   BOARD   OF   CGNCILL\TION  AND   ARBITRATION 

The  pleasure  of  visiting  you  from  time  to  time  has  been  one  of  the 
most  compensating  rewards  in  public  service.  I  hope  your  retirement  will 
not  deprive  me  of  seeing  you  often  in  the  future. 


COL.  JOHN  L.  RICE 

SPRINGFIELD   VETERAN   OF  THE   CIVIL   WAR 

When  a  man  dies  after  a  long  period  of  patient  service  behind  the 
scenes  touched  by  the  limelight  we  realize  too* often  for  the  first  time,  what 
his  worth  has  been.    Such  tardy  recognition  will  come  to  you  now,  mingled 
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with  much  regret,  as  you  auit  the  task  you  have  wrought  at  so  long  and  so 
acceptably.  We  who  have  been  reading  The  Republican,  all  these  years  that 
you  nave  guided  it,  have  a  vast  deal  to  thank  you  for.  Through  a  somewhat 
blatant  period  you  have,  through  its  columns,  steadily  pointed  the  way  of 
sanity  and  wholesome  reticence  in  our  thought  and  speech  of  current  events 
—  a  course  all  too  rare  in  American  journalism.  Readers  of  The  Republican 
will  be  quick  to  realize  their  obligation  to  you,  now  that  your  retirement 
reminds  them  of  this,  and  like  myself  will  obey  the  impulse  to  hail  you  with 
the  scriptural  greeting,  "Well  done,  good  and  faithful  servant,"  May 
your  descent  of  life's  westward  slope  be  gentle  and  peaceful  and  lengthened 
far  beyond  the  scriptural  span. 


ERNEST  HOWARD 

OF  THE   NEW  YORK  WORLD,  FORMERLY  CHIEF   EDITORIAL  WRITER 
ON   THE    REPUBLICAN 

I  have  learned  of  your  change  of  plans  with  some  mixture  of  feelings. 
There  is  the  regret  that  the  long  life  of  arduous  labor  in  the  public  service 
ihrough  the  agency  of  The  Republican  could  not  have  attained  an  even 
half  century,  both  for  the  sake  of  the  paper  and  for  the  cause  of  honest  and 
independent  politics.  There  is  the  satisfaction  for  yourself  of  being  at  last 
able  to  look  forward  to  a  period  of  rest  so  abundantly  well  earned.  There 
is  a  certain  degree  of  pride  on  my  own  part  in  having  been  associated  with 
you  in  that  labor  over  so  many  of  the  long  years.  May  you  find  satisfaction 
m  a  life  of  continued  richness  for  yourself  and  others  in  the  more  reposeful 
years,  as  it  has  been  in  the  long  and  strenuous  time. 


EDWARD  G.  RIGGS 

LONG  ONE  OF  THE  LEADING  MEN  ON  THE  NEW  YORK  SUN 

You  have  left  an  honorable  and  fine  name  in  the  journalism  of  the 
United  States,  and  especially  in  New  England.  You  have  tried  to  guide 
men's  minds  aright  in  great  political,  economic  and  industrial  questions. 
There  can  be  no  higher  function  than  that  —  to  try  to  teach  men  to  think 
straight  and  to  act  straight.  I  hope  in  your  retirement  you  will  have  every 
comfort  of  mind  and  body. 

CHARLES  M.  PRYNNE 

OF  WASHINGTON,  PRIVATE  SECRETARY  TO  THE  ELDER  BOWLES  AND  ON  THE 

EDITORIAL   STAFF 

You  would  be  the  last  to  believe  it,  but  we  know,  dear  Griffin,  that  it 
is  you  who  have  kept  The  Republican  true  to  the  ideals  and  standards  won 
for  it  by  Mr.  Bowles  so  long  ago.  I  have  been  asked  many  times,  even  in 
the  West,  how  it  was  that  the  paper  could  advance  and  maintain  its  quality; 
and  I  have  been  proud  always  to  say  it  was  because  you  were  there,  satu- 
rated with  the  old  traditions  and  with  the  heart  and  purpose  to  do  it.  You 
have  cause  to  be  proud,  and  very,  very  happy,  in  the  knowledge  of  success- 
ful accomplishment  of  a  lofty  purpose  through  unselfish  devotion.    May 
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I  say  another  thin^?  You  must  have  known  that  throughout  our  nearly 
ten  years  of  association,  I  held  you  in  affectionate  regard.  It  has  never 
lessened  in  all  these  thirty-five  years  of  separation. 


ARTHUR  B.  CHAPIN 

OF    BOSTON,    VICE-PRESIDENT  AMERICAN   TRUST  COMPANY 

Sometimes  one  has  the  idea  that  one's  friends  are  institutions  which 
will  always  remain  fixed  and  unchangeable.  When  a  change  comes,  we 
receive  a  distinct  shock.  Such  were  my  feelings  when  I  read  m  the  Boston 
papers  the  well-merited  tribute  to  your  work  and  influence  in  connection 
with  The  Republican,  and  realized  that  a  change  had  taken  place.  It  was 
always  a  pleasure  when  I  was  in  Holyoke  to  drop  in  and  talk  over  political 
matters  and  receive  advice  and  suggestions  that  I  always  found  valuable. 
I  well  remember  my  first  call  on  you  when  my  name  was  suggested  as  a 
candidate  for  mayor  of  Holyoke.  I  had  but  little  experience  in  politics 
then  and  my  idea  of  a  successful  political  speech  would  have  been  one  that 
went  down  to  the  level  of  the  crowd.  You  gave  me  an  entirely  opposite 
view  and  stated  that  people  preferred  to  be  drawn  up  rather  than  to  have 
the  speaker  drawn  down.  A  new  thought  to  me  and  one  that  I  thought  of 
many  times.  I  always  found  your  advice  valuable  and  your  suggestions 
of  benefit,  and  I  knew  you  were  wholly  disinterested  in  your  suggestions. 
As  I  look  over  my  six  years  as  mayor  of  Holyoke  and  realize  the  many 
mistakes  I  made,  I  sometimes  wonder  that  some  of  them  were  excused. 
I  believe  you  thought  I  was  making  the  attempt  to  better  things  and  there- 
fore were  most  kind  in  your  criticism.  I  trust  I  may  still  have  the  pleasure 
of  meeting  you  once  in  a  while. 


REV.  C.  H.  HAMLIN 

OF   AMHERST,    LONG   SETTLED    IN    EASTHAMPTON 

May  I  offer  both  condolence  and  congratulations,  with  the  balance 
tipped  slightly  in  favor  of  the  latter.  So  far  as  your  family  is  concerned, 
it  snould  be  congratulations  altogether.  Now  they  need  not  see  you  over- 
working in  your  ripest  years.  Here's  hoping  you  find  time  now  to  take 
some  joy  in  life.  I  congratulate  you  wholly  on  keeping  within  your  active 
years  this  whole  strife  of  "Armageddon."  My  own  time  lay  between  '76 
and  '13,  every  hour  of  it  in  the  slack  water  between  '65  and  '14.  It  was 
never  my  privilege  to  work  when  human  society  was  reshaping  itself  for 
a  new  and  nobler  evolution.  You  had  the  whole  of  it,  and  I  can  think  of 
nothing  else  so  great. 


GEORGE  K.  TURNER 

MAGAZINIST  AND    NOVELIST,    FORMER  ASSOCIATE 

I  have  just  seen  a  notice  of  your  retirement  and  am  incited  —  not 
unnaturally  —  to  inflict  on  you  a  few  words  of  personal  reminiscence  and 
acknowledgment.  This  month  —  impossible  to  relate  —  I  am  fifty.  But 
I  remember  —  which  you  do  not  —  with  crystal  clearness  my  first  attempt, 
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at  the  age  of  twenty-two,  to  break  into  the  editorial  columns  of  The  Spring- 
field Republican  with  a  well-thought-out  pronouncement  (on  the  subject 
of  public  street  wastebaskets)  which  you,  quite  wrongfully,  rejected  and 
returned  for  insertion  in  the  local  columns.  I  recall  equally  well  the  many 
acts  of  consideration  and  kindness  which  passed  from  you  to  me  in  the  long 
interval  between  those  dates;  and  I  wish  you  herewith  in  the  current 
vernacular  of  youth  —  to  which  you  and  I,  I  believe,  still  continue  to 
belong  —  the  '  very  best  of  luck." 


MAJ.  F.  W.  CHILDS 

FOR  MANY   YEARS   THE   REPUBLICAN'S    REPORTER  AT   BRATTLEBORO 

A  sigh  of  regret  goes  through  my  heart  as  I  read  of  your  decision  to 
quit  your  post  on  the  paper.  Your  start  there  dates  a  little  back  of  my  own 
humble  beginning  and  of  our  continuous  friendship  all  these  years.  You 
have  seen  men  come  and  go  and  surely  have  proved  a  faithful  observer  and 
chronicler  of  world  events.  I  have  felt  inspiration  and  admiration  in  our 
acquaintanceship  through  the  period  of  rapidly  passing  years,  in  retro- 
spect so  brief,  though  seemingly  so  long  at  the  beginning.  I  well  remember 
when  you  began  on  the  paper,  I  well  remember  your  success  with  the  Mill 
River  flood  and  in  fact  so  many  things  in  which  your  personality  domi- 
nated. The  Republican,  to  me,  always  seemed  to  reflect  your  clean  per- 
sonality and  ability  and  I  loved  it.  Others  may  come  and  go  but  the  paper, 
I  fear,  will  never  have  another  Solomon  Griffin  with  the  old-fashioned, 
inherent  honesty  of  purpose  and  love  of  justice.  No  flattery  could  change 
such  natures  for  they  are  natural  and  unchanging  in  their  desire  and 
purpose.  I  have  always  been  your  willing  student-admirer  —  but  why 
should  I  say  this,  you  know  it,  yet  it  is  sometimes  sweet  and  inspiring 
to  utter  the  truth. 


GEORGE  H.  TUCKER 

PUBLIC  SPIRITED   CITIZEN   OF  PITTSFIELD 

It  was  with  mingled  regret  and  gladness  that  I  heard  of  your  decision 
to  retire.  We  are  all  going  to  miss  more  than  we  know  your  wonderful  and 
helpful  writings.  You  have  done  a  tremendously  great  work  and  con- 
tributed to  the  welfare  of  Western  Massachusetts  and  Berkshire  County, 
and  it  is  a  great  loss  to  have  you  give  up  the  position  you  have  so  ably  and 
well  filled  all  these  years.  On  the  other  hand,  I  am  delighted  that  you  will 
now  be  able  to  take  life  more  easily  and  gain  the  refreshment  you  have 
so  richly  earned. 

GEORGE  L.  MUNN 

FORMER  EDITOR  AT  EASTHAMPTON 

Let  me  add  my  mite  of  good  wishes  to  all  the  rest  and  tell  you  how 
mightily  you  used  to  hearten  the  folks  who  worked  at  problems  in  East- 
hampton,  to  go  on  punching  until  the  punch  got  somewhere.  "Hamlin  and 
his  gang,"  as  the  other  gan^  called  us,  undertook  a  pretty  considerable 
job  when  they  decided  to  switch  that  town  around  and  head  it  the  other 
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way,  and  the  way  they  did  it  is  a  ripping  good  story  of  several  chapters. 
We  had  our  troubles,  and  when  we  found  that  what  we  were  doing,  to 
church  and  state,  was  sound  enough  to  mention  in  the  columns  that  you 
were  personally  responsible  for,  it  gave  us,  especially  we  smaller  fry  who 
were  the  gang,  a  wider  horizon,  and  helped  us  to  feel  that  it  was  really 
worth  while,  after  all.  That  town,  which  is  today  fairly  sound  and  reason- 
able, with  its  face  toward  the  light,  owes  much  to  you,  who  not  only  had 
the  insight  but  the  sight  as  well.  You  knew  what  was  going  on  up  there, 
and  when  it  needed  a  boost  you  gave  it.  And  I  realize  that  this  went  on 
throughout  your  entire  field.  It's  a  fine  thing  to  be  a  combination  safety 
valve  and  regulator,  and  to  keep  yourself  well  oiled.  That's  what  you've 
surely  done,  and,  knowing  the  job  a  little  and  results  a  good  deal,  I  send 
my  warmest  appreciation  and  thanks. 


W.  L.  HILL 

EDITOR    OF   THE   ATHOL  TRANSCRIPT 

The  announcement  of  your  retirement  from  the  position  you  have  so 
long  and  honorably  held  will  interest  and  touch  all  of  us  country  editors 
hereabouts  who  have  regarded  The  Republican  as  their  "guide,  counsellor 
and  friend"  all  these  years.  It  is  a  very  remarkable  service  that  you  have 
rendered  in  your  editorial  capacity,  and  we  fellows  will  miss  your  writings 
very  deeply.  We  have  often  looked  to  your  judgment  on  national  affairs 
for  enlightenment  on  important  issues,  knowing  that  your  views  could  be 
depended  upon  as  coming  from  a  thoroughly  well-informed  and  unbiased 
source.  We  have  very  seldom  been  misled.  I  am  sure  your  retirement 
will  be  deeply  regretted  by  Republican  readers  all  over  the  country.  You 
have  given  that  paper  a  name  and  a  character  that  will  long  endure. 


EDWARD  F.  HAYES 

LONG-TIME    EDITOR   OF   THE    WEEKLY   REPUBLICAN 

It  must  have  given  you  a  wrench  to  say  that  parting  word  to  the  old 
Republican.  I  know  how  much  the  work  on  its  pages  has  meant  to  you 
and  the  dropping  of  it  is  not  easy.  For  a  generation  and  a  half  you  have  put 
your  heart  and  soul  into  it  with  rare  fidelity,  and  now  if  any  one  ever  had 
the  right  to  "loaf  and  invite  his  soul,"  you  certainly  have.  I  trust  that 
nothing  will  preclude  much  future  enjoyment  of  life  and  that  your  pen  will 
not  rust  in  its  sheath,  if  it  does  not  have  constant  and  high-speed  use.  This 
note  is  just  to  express  to  you,  in  faint  degree,  the  appreciation  of  an  old-time 
associate  for  the  value  of  the  lifework  of  a  friend,  and  to  wish  him  good 
things  for  the  future. 

LOUIS  A.  COOLIDGE 

OF  THE   UNITED   SHOE  MACHINERY  COMPANY 

You  must  know  something  of  what  it  means  for  any  fellow  who  ever 
worked  with  you  and  drew  from  you  his  inspiration  to  have  the  brutal 
truth  brought  home  to  him  that  the  last  human  tie  that  bound  him  to  the 
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old  paper  is  no  longer  there,  for  to  me  you  will  always  typify  The  Republi- 
can and  all  it  stood  for  in  the  years  it  was  so  much  to  me.  Though  1  have 
been  a  laggard  in  the  profession  to  which  you  have  given  all  you  had  to 
give,  I  have  not  ignored  your  standards  and  I  have  never  written  anything 
really  worth  while  without  subconsciously  wondering  whether  that  was 
the  way  you  would  like  to  have  me  write.  I  wish  I  could  have  seen  more 
of  you  during  all  these  years  since  I  left  Springfield.  I  hope  to  see  more  of 
vou  in  the  years  to  come;  but  however  that  may  be,  I  wish  you  all  the 
happiness  in  the  world  in  the  leisure  you  have  so  nchly  earned. 


HERBERT  S.  UNDERWOOD 

FORMERLY   OF    BOSTON  ADVERTISER  AND    RECORD 

The  Republican  has  for  me  always  been  yourself.  I  am  sure  that  the 
brief  year  that  I  passed  there  under  you  was  the  finest  and  most  valuable, 
surely  the  one  I  remember  with  most  pleasure  and  satisfaction  of  all  my 
newspaper  life.  It  still  means  most.  And  there  is  a  real  regiment  I  know 
who  are  still  filled  with  their  memories  of  what  it  meant  to  them  to  work 
under  you  and  to  share  in  the  making  of  a  great  paper  —  one  that  had 
power  and  character  at  the  same  time  and  made  itself  felt  in  the  country 
as  well  as  in  the  8th  ward  by  its  English  and  its  high  thought  and  its  hign 
news  sense  all  in  one. 


L.  D.  GIBBS 

OF   THE    EDISON   ILLUMINATING   COMPANY   OF   BOSTON 

I  want  to  add  my  congratulations  to  those  of  many  others  on  your  long 
and  valuable  service  in  the  newspaper  field.  By  no  means  the  least  of  those 
services  has  been  the  wonderful  influence  you  have  had  on  the  lives  of  the 
small  army  of  men  who  have  passed  through  the  staff  training  of  The  Re- 
publican under  you.  I  treasure  among  the  sweetest  memories  of  life  my 
association  with  and  work  under  you.  Those  were  remarkably  inspiring 
days  for  me,  and  hundreds  of  other  men  must  feel  the  same  way. 


ROLFE  COBLEIGH 

MANAGING    EDITOR   OF   CONGREGATIONALIST  AND   ADVANCE 

I  count  it  one  of  the  great  privileges  of  my  life  to  have  been  associated 
with  you  for  a  while,  and  I  was  glad  to  have  a  chance  to  say  an  appreciative 
word  to  our  readers  regarding  the  great  service  you  have  rendered  on  The 
Republican  staff. 

EDWARD  K.  TITUS 

OF   NEWTONVILLE,    NEWSPAPER    WRITER 

As  one  of  the  "old  boys"  I  would  like  to  add  my  congratulations  on 
the  completion  of  this  remarkable  term  of  service  and  on  the  very  great 
work  you  have  accomplished.  I  always  look  back  on  The  Republican  as 
my  college,  and  can  only  wish  that  my  years  there  might  have  been  longer 
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to  have  gained  more  of  the  insight  and  inspiration  that  you  were  con- 
stantly giving  to  those  under  your  guidance.  Your  ideas  came  down  to  the 
reporters  through  the  medium  of  your  able  assistants,  but  the  atmosphere 
of  the  place  must  have  been  largely  of  your  making.  I  always  felt  very 
grateful  for  the  personal  interest  you  took  in  me.  You  have  certainly  had 
the  gift  of  making  a  graphic  picture  of  life,  with  a  good  deal  of  learning, 
observation  of  life  and  native  wisdom  assembled  in  your  columns. 


BERTRAM  D.  HULEN 

WITH   THE  ASSOCIATED    PRESS,    BOSTON 

I  simply  wish  to  express  my  regret  at  your  leaving  The  Republican, 
although  I  realize  the  rest  that  is  before  you  was  never  better  earned.  It 
always  will  be  a  pleasure  to  recall  my  life  on  the  paper,  especially  because 
of  my  association  with  you  and  the  inspiration  you  gave  me  in  my  news- 
paper work. 

EDWARD  B.  SELLEW 

SUPERINTENDENT  OF   SCHOOLS,   MIDDLETOWN,   CT. 

It  is  something  of  a  shock  to  know  that  you  are  to  retire  from  the 
management  of  The  Republican.  It  has  been  a  long  and  honorable  service 
that  you  have  rendered  to  that  institution  and  to  Springfield.  You  must 
know  that  the  men  who  have  served  the  paper  under  your  direction  have 
ever  been  most  loyal  to  you  and  to  the  paper.  A  great  newspaper  must 
create  in  its  staff  a  feeling  of  loyalty  to  a  purpose  and  The  Republican 
staff  had  that.  Its  creation,  to  a  great  extent,  you  were  responsible  for. 
That  it  may  continue  is  the  hope  of  all  the  men  who  know  what  the  paper 
is  and  stands  for.  I  must  acknowledge  gratefully  that  I  have  gained  much 
in  education  and  inspiration  from  association  with  The  Republican,  and 
it  dates  back  to  1883. 


WILLIAM  F.  COLLINS 

OF  THE    NEWARK    EVENING   NEWS 

May  I  add  a  word  to  the  many  I  know  you  are  receiving  to  tell  you 
how  close  to  you  I  always  feel  in  thought  and  how  much  the  association 
with  you  on  The  Republican  in  those  years  after  leaving  college  have  meant 
to  me.  I  am  sure  that  no  one  could  have  had  a  more  helpful  or  kindly  friend 
and  counsellor  than  you.  It  seems  only  the  other  day  that  I  was  going  into 
the  front  room  to  find  you  at  your  desk  and  to  be  told  the  right  thing 
to  do  in  a  puzzling  case.  Well,  the  changes  come,  and  one  goes  from  one 
form  of  work  to  another.  But,  with  you  work  and  influence  for  the  best 
are,  as  they  ever  have  been,  synonymous.  What  you  have  meant  and 
mean  to  The  Republican  and  to  the  press  of  the  country  is  inestimable. 
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LOUIS  WILEY 

PUBLISHED   NEW  YORK  TIMES 

I  have  learned  with  surprise  of  your  resignation  from  The  Springfield 
Republican,  where  you  have  served  with  honor  to  yourself  and  profit  to  the 
thousands  of  readers  of  The  Republican.  I  hope  that  your  literary  retire- 
ment will  be  equally  successful. 


RUSSELL  T.  HERRICK 

OF  THE   CLEVELAND   PLAIN   DEALER 

When  the  news  came  over  the  wires  last  night  that  the  managing 
editor  of  The  Republican  had  resigned,  I  was  glad  to  be  one  of  the  scores 
of  newspaper  men  throughout  the  country  who  have  enjoyed  the  privilege 
of  workmg  on  the  old  Springfield  Republican  under  your  direction.  I  think 
every  man  who  has  left  the  paper  looks  back  to  his  days  there  as  among 
the  most  pleasant  in  his  career.  Not  the  least  of  the  things  that  made  The 
Republican  a  place  where  hard  work  had  liberal  compensations  was  the 
gracious  and  cheering  presence  and  temperament  of  the  managing  editor. 
May  the  days  before  you  bring  well-deserved  rest  from  the  "demnition 
grind." 

LEOPOLD  L.  WILDER 

OF  THE   RICHMOND    EVENING  JOURNAL 

It  will  always  be  one  of  the  treasures  of  memory  to  know  that  I  was 
for  nine  years  associated  with  you  on  The  Republican.  As  many  others 
who  have  had  that  privilege  doubtless  have  told  you  it  was  an  inspiration 
to  any  young  man  to  have  the  kindly  interest  and  personal  friendship 
which  you  gave  him.  To  me,  in  addition,  was  the  fellowship  springing  from 
our  common  alma  mater.  It  is  indeed  an  honor  to  have  worked  with  such 
a  master  workman  as  you,  Mr.  Griffin.  That  you  may  have  many  years  in 
which  to  enjoy  the  rich  rewards  of  service  well  done  is  the  constant  wish 
of  one  of  your  sincere  admirers.  I  want  again  to  tell  you  how  much  I  appre- 
ciate the  personal  interest  you  took  in  me  while  I  was  one  of  your  associates 
and  which  I  feel  is  still  there  although  we  are  no  longer  working  under  the 
same  roof. 


GEORGE  W.  ELLIS 

OF  THE  TRAVELERS  INSURANCE  COMPANY 

Your  departure  from  The  Republican  recalled  to  me  the  many  pleasant 
days  I  spent  on  the  paper  over  twenty  years  ago.  The  pleasure  of  that 
memory  was  very  largely  due  to  your  unfailing  kindness  and  consideration, 
and  I  have  always  thought  of  you  with  a  good  deal  of  affection.  I  trust 
you  may  enjoy  for  many  years  the  pleasure  of  doing  the  things  that  every 
man  looks  forward  to  at  some  time  of  his  life. 
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JAMES  MORGAN 

OF  THE   BOSTON   GLOBE 

No  one  could  be  more  truly  happy  than  I  over  your  independence. 
And  I  rejoice  that  you  found  it  while  you  could  yet  hope  for  years  of  enjoy- 
ment of  it.  I  know  that  it  is  hard  to  make  the  break  in  time.  I,  myself,  am 
finding  it  so;  your  example  will  help  me.  I  never  knew  another  change  in  a 
newspaper  staff  to  excite  an  interest  so  wide.  I  am  sure  that  no  attentive 
reader  picks  up  the  paper  without  missing  you  and  without  a  grateful 
consciousness  of  how  much  he  has  been  indebted  to  you. 


E.  F.  KEEFE 

COMPOSITOR  ON  THE   REPUBLICAN 

As  one  of  the  older  printers  in  The  Republican  composing  room,  it 
was  with  sincere  and  genuine  sorrow  that  I  read  of  your  retirement  from 
the  paper.  Although  I  have  never  been  a  very  frequent  visitor  to  the 
editorial  rooms,  still,  having  set  your  copy  almost  nightly  for  a  period  of 
thirty  years,  I  really  felt  like  an  intimate  acquaintance.  To  me,  your  edi- 
torials were  always  an  inspiration  to  a  better  manhood  and  a  better  citizen- 
ship. You  will  always  be  remembered  affectionately  by  the  older  men  to 
whom  your  departure  comes  as  a  great  personal  loss. 


F.  W.  MAIN 

NOW   ENGAGED    IN   PAPER  MANUFACTURING 

I  am  glad  to  be  one  of  that  large  company  who  have  profited  by  your 
able  and  kmdly  teaching,  and  who  will  now  write  in  a  chorus  of  good  wishes 
for  your  enjoyment  of  the  rest  you  have  so  well  earned. 


ALLEN  B.  LINCOLN 

OF  HARTFORD 

May  I  join  with  the  scores  and  hundreds  who  are  expressing  apprecia- 
tion and  gratitude  for  your  long  and  invaluable  service.  The  Republican 
is  distinctly  and  decisively  a  world  influence  for  sane  thinking  and  for  the 
sound  and  enduring  fundamentals  of  individual  and  community  life;  and 
you  have  a  right  to  feel  gratification  in  the  fact  that  you  had  so  large  a  share 
in  shaping  the  course  of  this  newspaper.  It  is  given  to  but  few  men  to 
weild  such  an  influence,  and  your  fellowmen  owe  you  a  deep  debt  of  obli- 
gation because  you  have  been  and  are  so  sensible  and  practical  in  your 
loyalty  to  high  ideals. 

LIEUT.  SHERMAN  H.  BOWLES 

THEN    WITH    U.    S.   MARINES    IN    GERMANY 

The  Paris  edition  of  the  Daily  Mail  and  New  York  Herald  carried  an 
item  yesterday  which  filled  me  with  a  great  deal  of  regret.  It  was  that  you 
had  retired.    All  my  life,  whenever  I  have  thought  of  The  Republican,  I 
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have  thought  of  you  as  a  part  of  it  and  one  of  its  dominating  personahties. 
Now  the  paper  without  you  is  something  which  I  find  it  hard  to  conceive. 
I  have  had  the  feeling  that  wherever  I  might  be  and  whatever  I  might  be 
doing,  I  could  alwaj^s  return  to  Springfield  and  find  The  Republican  prac- 
tically unchanged  with  the  occupant  of  the  corner  room  on  the  way  to  the 
elevator  still  keeping  the  ship  to  the  true  course.  If  I  return  it  will  be  hard 
to  pass  that  corner  room  and  feel  that  you  are  no  longer  there,  always 
ready  with  good  counsel.  I  suppose  I  ought  not  to  feel  that  way,  but 
rather  be  glad  that  you  have  decided  to  enjoy  the  greater  relaxation  which 
freedom  from  a  fixed  "tour  of  duty"  will  give  you.  Certainly  no  one  who 
has  ever  been  connected  with  The  Republican  merits  a  relief  from  the  daily 
routine  more  than  yourself.  Those  of  my  generation  who  have  been  so 
fortunate  as  to  be  associated  with  you  on  the  paper  know  how  much  you 
have  given  of  yourself  to  it,  but  we  are  not  yet  old  enough  to  fully  appre- 
ciate the  value  of  a  whole  lifetime  of  such  service.  I  do  know,  however, 
from  my  father  that  it  has  meant  a  great  deal  to  three  generations  of  the 
Bowles  family,  and  those  forty-six  years  will  always  be  an  inspiration  to 
one  member  of  that  family. 


ADMIRAL  FRANCIS  T.  BOWLES 

IN  A    LETTER  TO  THE    REPUBLICAN 

At  the  last  meeting  of  The  Republican  Company  but  one,  Mr.  Griffin 
said  to  me,  "Frank,  you  and  I  now  represent  the  background  in  The  Re- 
publican; we  are  the  only  ones  left  who  know  the  old  times." 

It  was  characteristic  of  Griffin's  large  view  of  things  that  he  included 
me  in  the  scenery  of  the  background  at  all,  for  I  only  carried  papers  when 
he  began  in  the  editorial  rooms. 

He  knew  my  father,  and  almost  ever  since  his  death  in  1876  has  used 
to  the  last  his  desk,  which  years  ago  was  moved  from  the  business  office 
to  the  office  of  the  managing  editor.  I,  amidst  my  many  wanderings,  have 
never  returned  to  Springfield  but  I  looked  forward  to  a  talk  with  Mr. 
Griffin  before  that  desk,  cluttered  with  a  mass  of  papers  which  looked  to 
me  always  the  same,  but  from  which  I  always  got  a  cigar. 

He  listened  to  my  regular  insurgency  with  the  same  welcome  and  the 
same  thoughtful  argument  that  he  has  shown  to  three  generations  of 
the  Bowles  conscience.  He  appreciated  and  learned  from  the  brilliant 
leadership  and  nose  for  news  of  my  Uncle  Sam.  He  was  the  loyal  colleague 
of  the  steady,  pure,  unerring  character  of  my  cousin,  Sam,  and  has  aided 
the  younger  generation,  now  in  charge,  with  wise  and  generous  care. 

He  has  for  many  years  quietly  occupied  a  leading  place  in  a  large  com- 
munity and  has  nobly  sacrificed  worldly  motives  of  wealth  and  place  to  a 
service  in  which  conviction  and  the  heart  of  a  soulful,  tolerant,  keen  and 
sympathetic  observer  of  human  nature  could  have  sway. 

He  retires  with  my  loving  appreciation  and  respect. 
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FISHER  HOWE 

OF    NEW  YORK,   CLASSMATE   AT   WILLIAMS   AND    LIFELONG   COMRADE 

Seven  and  forty  years  ago,  in  "the  valley  of  vision,"  we  heard  the  gay 
slogan,  "Hi  Juvenes!  *  I  have  thought  it  only  a  joyous  memory  of  youth, 
your  youth  and  mine.  But  again  it  comes,  "ringing  clear"  to  you,  as 
rejuvenated,  you  begin  another  sequence  of  years. 

There  is  in  my  old  heart  a  leaping  joy  because  vou  have  chosen  this 
new,  untrodden  road!  Ahead  and  beckoning  stand  Freedom,  Serenity, 
Peace  and  Joy.  They  offer  and  will  bestow  new  vision  of  the  charm  of  this 
old  world,  opportunity  to  live  in  God's  sunlight,  no  longer  an  owl,  knowing 
better  the  darkness  of  night,  and  hearing  always  another  night  owl's  cry, 
"Copy,  copy  I"  To  you  shall  come  some  adequate  comprehension  of  the 
delights  of  home,  and  all  implied  by  that  dear  word  —  comradeship  with 
your  sons,  now  men,  no  longer  to  be  just  their  mentor.  You  shall  travel 
far  and  give  yourself  to  eager  friends  and  gladden  many  hearts,  and  your- 
self be  glad.  You  need  not  your  own  hard-won  "golden  spurs"  to  spirit  you 
on  this  new  quest,  ever  to  high  accomplishment,  to  nobler  service.  For  you 
are  indeed  dowered  with  "capacity  for  dipping  into  the  future  with  its 
visions  of  the  world  that  is  to  be."  Into  the  sunlight,  then,  for  there  lies 
your  pathway,  and  it  stretches  far.    Rejoice,  rejoice! 

Moreover,  and  to  my  great  content,  you  have  been  compelled  now  to 
"see  yourself  as  others  see  you."  You  have  been  arraigned  at  the  bar  of 
judgment  by  men  who  have  turned  their  searchlights  into  your  soul,  and 
know  the  truth  that  is  in  you.  You  have  had  to  know  the  respect,  the 
distinction,  the  honor,  the  affection  accorded  to  you  by  men  "worth  while,*' 
and  by  hundreds,  yes  thousands,  who  can  only  reecho  their  praises.  I  love 
them  for  their  words :  "A  great  editor;"  this  "builder  of  a  national  institu- 
tion," with  his"wonderful  record  of  service";  this  "Puritan  preux  chevalier"; 
this  "fine  gracious  gentleman  who  has  so  honored  his  calling."  All  this  you 
are;  yet  more,  thank  God,  for  you  have  given  to  me  the  nght  to  call  you 
"My  Comrade."! 
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NEIGHBORS  AND   FRIENDS 


Noting  the  newspaper  comments  following  my  resignation  Gen. 
Morris  Schaff  wrote:  "What  Hght  or  what  glow  is  quite  so 
sweet  as  unexpected  tributes  from  the  heart.  I  am  glad,  very  glad, 
these  joys  have  been  given  to  you."  My  long-time  friend  wrote 
without  knowledge  of  the  wonderful  thing  that  is  still  to  be  included 
in  this  record,  the  moving  May-day  greeting,  accompanied  by  a 
great  basket  of  flowers  of  rarest  beauty,  from  men  of  my  city.  In  its 
signatures  the  document  is  like  a  directory  of  Springfield's  best 
in  all  the  walks  of  life,  and  how  it  heightens  and  widens  the  **glow!" 

That  king  among  Springfield  physicians,  the  late  Dr.  David  P. 
Smith,  once  said  to  a  presumptuous  person:  "The  trouble  with  you, 
sir,  is  that  your  head  is  too  big  for  your  hat."  I  realize  my  danger, 
while  praying  that  a  proper  humility  may  not  entirely  leave  me 
after  facing  the  following  testimonial :  — 
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E  TAKE  THIS  OCCASION  TO 
ACKNOWLEDGE  VERY  FRANK- 
LY OUR  GENUINE  APPRECIA- 
TION OF  THE  SERVICE  VOU  HAVE  REN-i 
DERED  TO  THE  COMMUNITY  TO  WHICH*: 
WE  ARE  ALL  SO  WARMLY  ATTACHED  ♦' 

OR  A  LONG  TIME  VOU  HAVE  SER-1 
VED  AS  OUR  KINDLV  MENTORy^; 
AND  WE  HAVE  COME  TO  LOOK  TO  THE 
MESSAGE  OF  VOUR  PEN  FOR  GUID  — 
TNJ^CE  ANDFOR  INSPIRATION • 

^E  REALIZE  OUR  GOOD  FORTUxNE  IN, 
HAVING  1£N:J0VED  SUCH  WISE—i 
COUNSEL  FROM  ONE  WHOM  WE  COULD  '■ 
CALL  FRIEND,  AND  THE  SERVICE — '' 
YOU  HAVE  RENDERED  WILL  LINGER. 
LONG  AND  AFFECTIONATELV  IN  OUR 
MEMORV- 
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LETTER  WITH  THE  FLOWERS  AND  MEMORIAL 

Dear  Mr.  Grifin 

With  May  Day  for  an  excuse,  if  one  were  needed,  this  group  of  old 
friends  and  neighbors  would  encircle  you  today,  mingling  their  congratula- 
tions and  good  wishes  with  songs  of  admiration. 

May  Day,  the  festival  of  childhood,  with  its  bright  garlands  and  glad 
promises  of  bursting  springtime,  fits  well  with  our  mood,  and  we  approach 
you  with  our  good  wishes  and  joyous  spirit  of  comradeship  penciled  in  these 
few  affectionate  words  —  all  heartily  subscribed  to  by  the  accompanying 
autographs,  easily  secured  and  representing  many  others  who  would  as 
readily  nave  joined  in  this  modest  acknowledgment. 

So  I  am  privileged  to  speak  for  our  little  May  party,  whose  messages 
of  friendship  we  delight  to  transmit  to  you. 

Always  sincerely  yours, 

George  Dwight  Pratt. 

THE  RESPONSE 

May  Day,  19 19. 
My  dear  Mr.  Pratt 

Never  were  finer,  more  dainty  and  heart-moving  tokens  of  friendly 
esteem  given  to  any  man  than  this  May  Day  has  brought  to  me.  This  is 
a  wonderful  thing  you  have  done!  The  exquisite  flowers  and  the  illumi- 
nated manuscript  of  rare  beauty  are  but  the  outward  symbol  of  the  inward 
grace  which  moved  you  and  the  rest  to  give  me  honor  so  great.  No  decora- 
tion, no  governmental  distinction,  could  have  touched  the  depths  of  my  soul 
as  you,  my  neighbors  and  friends,  have  done! 

But  best  of  all,  the  supreme  thing,  is  your  approval  which  rises  to  such 
kind  and  affectionate  expression.  Greater  love  for  Springfield  no  man 
has  had  and  no  one  has  found  greater  satisfaction  in  her  service.  As  it  is 
now  permitted  me  to  emerge  from  the  busy  years  of  a  long  service,  you 
have  marked  the  change  by  bestowing  this  amazing  crown  of  joy.  From 
the  bottom  of  my  heart  I  thank  you  and  all  the  rest. 

Very  sincerely  yours, 

Solomon  Bulkley  Griffin. 


(BERKSHIRE    EVENING   EAGLE) 

A  MAY-DAY  SURPRISE 

Neighbors  and  other  friends  of  Solomon  Bulkley  Griffin  paid  him  an 
unusual  and  beautiful  tribute  yesterday  —  just  the  kind  of  a  tribute  that  a 
man  of  his  character,  imaginauon,  breeding  and  fine  feeling  would  most 
prize. 

A  May  basket,  filled  with  fragrant  flowers  and  an  illuminated  manu- 
script reciting  Mr.  Griffin's  achievements  and  the  people's  affection,  was 
left  at  his  door,  the  bell  was  rung  and  the  party  beat  a  hasty  retreat  just 
as  is  done  on  the  occasion  of  all  well-ordered  Nlay-day  parties.  How  Mr. 
Griffin  viewed  the  affair  is  best  indicated  in  the  note  he  wrote  about  it: 

It  is  gratifying  to  know  that  although  Mr.  Griffin  is  out  of  the  harness 
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after  forty-seven  years  as  a  member  of  The  Springfield  Republican  staff, 
the  public  is  not  to  lose  altogether  his  services  as  sage,  guide,  counsellor 
and  friend.  He  will  be  a  periodical  contributor  to  the  public  prints.  He 
has  in  mind  to  write  several  books  as  the  spirit  moves  him.  He  is  merely 
out  of  the  daily  drudgery,  as  he  says.  He  is  no  longer  under  the  necessity 
of  producing  a  certain  number  of  articles  every  day.  He  is  free  now  to  write 
when  the  muse  compels. 

No  man  in  America  excels  Mr.  Griffin  in  ability  to  influence  public 
opinion  in  the  right  direction.  Others  of  us  might  "go  stale"  in  the  con- 
tinual round  of  expression.  He  never  dulled  the  edge  of  our  appreciation. 
In  retirement  he  will  be  able  to  bring  to  form  some  of  the  literary  mosaics 
already  fashioned  in  his  mind  and  to  enjoy  the  rest  his  labors  for  the  public 
earned. 


FREDERICK  H.  GILLETT 

SPEAKER   NATIONAL  HOUSE   OF   REPRESENTATIVES 

I  am  glad  you  like  the  testimonials  which  George  Pratt  so  admirably 
conceived  and  executed,  and  I  know  every  one  was  eager  to  sign,  for  I  am 
sure  that  the  general  sentiment  is  in  entire  accord  with  mine,  that  you  have 
been  one  of  the  most  helpful  and  wise  and  inspiring  men  in  our  whole  region. 
Indeed,  I  think  you  have  been  the  most,  and  the  loss  of  your  sagacious 
advice  and  counsel  on  all  public  matters  as  they  come  up  will  be  a  serious 
detriment.  Personally,  I  feel  a  great  obligation  to  your  constant  friendli- 
ness and  kind  suggestions  in  the  many  years  that  I  have  been  here,  and  I 
regret  extremely,  both  personally  and  for  the  public  good,  that  you  have 
retired,  but  at  times  I  quite  envy  you  your  leisure. 


W.  MURRAY  CRANE 

FORMER  GOVERNOR  AND    UNITED   STATES   SENATOR 

I  am  delighted  to  learn  of  the  beautiful  testimonial  presented  to  you 
by  some  of  your  many  friends  and  admirers,  as  a  token  of  their  affection 
and  regard  for  you,  and  for  the  good  that  you  have  done,  and  for  your 
great  accomplishment.  I  have  never  known  of  a  finer  tribute  to  anyone. 
Your  many  friends  are  greatly  pleased. 


MRS.  AMELIA  C.  HAILE 

WIFE   OF   THE   LATE    LIEUT.-GOVERNOR  WM.    H.   HAILE 

I  am  sorry  that  our  family  was  not  represented  in  the  May  Day 
tribute  to  you.  We  did  not  know  of  it,  possibly  because  we  came  home 
rather  late  from  a  southern  trip.  My  husband  never  had  a  friend  that  he 
valued  more  highly  than  yourself,  and  we  were  very  sorry  to  hear  that  you 
had  retired  from  the  staff  of  The  Republican.  With  best  wishes  from 
myself  and  my  family. 
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GEORGE  B.  HOLBROOK 

RETIRED   PAPER   MANUFACTURER 


I  regret  that  my  name  does  not  appear  among  those  who  extended  to 
you  May  first  neighborly  greetings.  Let  me  assure  you,  however,  that  I 
join  heartily  in  all  the  good  things  referred  to  in  Mr.  Pratt's  note  and  I 
appreciate  the  very  kindly  sentiments  in  your  reply.  With  best  respect  and 
cordial  regards. 


H.  C.  ROWLEY 

LONG   OF   THE   G.    &   C.    MERRIAM   COMPANY 

It  was  with  much  pleasure  that  I  joined  with  others  of  your  townsmen 
in  the  May  Day  tribute.  It  was  richly  deserved  in  view  of  your  standing 
as  a  citizen  and  your  able  services  to  the  community  and  country  at  large 
during  your  long  connection  with  The  Republican.  I  congratulate  you 
that  you  have  had  the  sense  and  sand  to  retire  from  your  active  pursuit, 
and  I  am  ^lad  to  believe  all  you  say  of  the  advantages  of  such  action  as 
far  as  applied  to  yourself  and  recommended  to  me. 
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MESSAGE  FROM  THE  PRINTERS 


It  has  long  been  the  pleasant  custom  of  the  workers  in  the 
editorial  department  of  The  Republican  to  give  a  farewell  dinner 
to  associates  leaving  the  staff.  When  my  retirement  was  made 
public,  I  begged  off  from  funeral  baked  meats  of  every  sort.  My 
home  was  still  to  be  in  Springfield  and  I  should  remain  near  the 
office.  Here  was  no  occasion  for  farewells.  These  friends  of  mine, 
as  during  all  the  years  of  my  service,  were  quick  to  respect  con- 
ditions that  might  be  suggested,  whether  official  or  personal.  To 
this  pact,  however,  the  men  of  the  composing  room  were  not  made 
a  party,  and  so  there  came  from  that  quarter  the  surprise  embodied 
in  the  following  beautifully  engrossed  expressions  of  regard  and 
approval : — 
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THE  ACCOMPANYING  LETTER 

Springfield,  May  19,  1919. 
Dear  Mr.  Grifin 

Greetings  form  The  Republican  Composing  Room.  It  affords  me 
peculiar  pleasure  to  be  privileged  to  hand  you  this  token  of  the  respect 
and  esteem  which  you  have  held  through  so  many  years  of  our  association 
in  the  office.  The  testimonial  was  voted  at  a  chapel  meeting  about  the 
time  of  your  retirement,  but  its  execution  has  been  unavoidably  delayed. 
I  trust,  however,  that  this  maj  be  pardoned  and  that  you  will  accept  the 
little  token  of  our  high  regard  in  the  spirit  of  true  friendship. 

May  I  express,  at  this  time,  my  personal  appreciation  of  the  kindly, 
courteous,  generous  and  helpful  Christian  spirit  which  you  have  ever 
manifested  in  these  thirty-six  years  of  my  service  in  the  office? 

With  very  best  wishes. 

Sincerely  yours,        Harvey  A.  Freise. 

THE  REPLY 

Springfield,  May  23,  19 19. 
My  dear  Mr.  Freise 

I  am  profoundly  moved  by  the  greetings  from  The  Republican  printers 
you  were  commissioned  to  hand  to  me.  In  form  and  spirit  they  embody 
what  has  been  to  me  a  beautiful  relationship  of  mutual  respect  and  under- 
standing. You  men  of  the  composing  room,  no  less  than  the  workers  of  the 
editorial  and  other  departments  of  the  paper,  have  been  inspired  by  the 
high  purpose  of  service  that  distinguished  the  great  Samuel  Bowles  and  his 
loyal  son.  There  belongs  to  the  paper  a  tradition  and  character  not  to  be 
estimated  in  terms  of  money,  and  to  it  all  of  us  have  contributed. 

Yqn  men  upstairs,  from  the  foreman  down  —  back  over  the  years  that 
are  so  many  in  fact  and  seem  so  few  in  the  retrospect  —  have  been  my 
friends.  A  good  many  of  you  I  have  seen  pass  from  boys  to  men  and 
watched  your  development  with  continuing  interest.  Together  we  have 
shared  the  exigencies  of  strenuous  newspaper  happenings  without  number. 
The  outside  world  may  regard  newspaper  workers  as  a  peculiar  people, 
but  we  know  there  are  plenty  of  compensations  the  uninitiated  cannot 
comprehend.  An  understanding  bom  of  sacrifices  in  a  common  cause  goes 
deep  and  lasts  long. 

In  this  light  I  have  read  your  resolutions  and  they  have  made  me 
glad  and  proud  that  my  lot  has  been  cast  with  yours  and  yours  with  mine, 
as  we  have  all  done  our  best  for  The  Republican. 

To  every  man  and  boy  in  the  Composing  Room  I  send  my  thanks  and 
good  wishes.  Very  sincerely,  Solomon  B.  Griffin. 


HENRY  J.  AMANN 
foreman  of  the  composing  room 

It  was  with  the  deepest  regret  that  I  learned  of  your  purpose  to  retire 
from  the  managing  editorship.  The  benefit  and  pleasure  I  denved  from  the 
forty  years'  intimate  intercourse  in  my  daily  relations  with  you  will  never 
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be  forgotten.  In  the  early  days  of  my  taking  charge  of  the  composing 
room  of  The  Republican,  it  was  your  helpful  and  sympathetic  encourage- 
ment and  advice  that  enabled  me  to  go  on  with  the  work.  Others  have 
told  of  your  work  on  the  paper,  and  of  your  service  to  your  country,  state 
and  city  more  adequately  than  I  could  do,  but  I  fully  endorse  what  they 
have  said  and  written.  I  earnestly  wish  the  future  may  have  in  store  for 
you  all  the  rewards  that  should  come  from  a  well-earned  rest. 

Sincerely  your  friend, 

Henry  J.  Amann. 


JOSEPH  G.  ALLBE 

FORMER  FORENfAN  AND   LATER  MAKE-UP  MAN 

On  a  Sunday  night  in  June,  1866, 1  set  my  first  type  on  The  Republican. 
After  a  little  over  two  years,  my  health  failed  and  I  took  a  three  years' 
vacation,  returning  in  April,  1872,  and  remained  until  June,  1915,  when  I 
retired  on  account  of  age  and  ill  health.  I  am  now  eighty-four  years  old. 
Thus,  I  worked  with  vou  all  but  the  last  four  years  of  your  connection 
with  the  paper.  I  wish  to  thank  you  for  your  great  kindness,  sympathy  and 
patience  under  various  circumstances  in  the  past,  and  hope  for  you  every 
success  in  future  undertakings. 
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ACTION  OF  AMHERST  COLLEGE 


The  honorary  degree  of  LL.D.  conferred  by  Amherst  College* 
June  1 8,  1 919,  was,  of  course,  more  in  honor  of  the  newspaper  than 
the  man.  The  extended  service  of  the  recipient,  and  the  severance 
of  his  relations  with  the  paper,  gave  opportunity  to  recognize  the 
helpful  relation  which  The  Republican  has  always  sustained  toward 
that  institution.  The  roots  of  the  good-will  involved  went  back  to 
the  time  when  the  founder  of  The  Daily  Republican  was  a  devoted 
trustee  of  the  college.  He  had  become  such  on  the  invitation  of 
Alexander  H.  Bullock,  governor  of  Massachusetts,  who  in  1866 
named  Mr.  Bowles  as  the  representative  of  the  Commonwealth  on 
that  board.  The  great  editor  enjoyed  his  association  with  the  very 
interesting  men  into  whose  company  he  was  called — ^with  Edward 
B.  Gillett,  his  lifelong  friend.  Governor  Bullock,  Rev.  Dr.  Richard 
S.  Storrs,  Henry  Ward  Beecher,  Rev.  Dr.  Roswell  D.  Hitchcock 
and  others,  and  with  Presidents  William  A.  Stearns  and  Julius  H. 
Seelye. 

Mr.  Bowles  took  a  continuing  interest  in  the  commencement 
reports  from  Amherst,  and  often  dictated  portions  of  them.  After 
his  death  particular  care  was  exercised  in  the  editorial  department 
that  there  should  be  no  falling  off  in  the  paper's  interest  in  and  atten- 
tion to  the  affairs  of  Amherst  College,  and  scrupulous  effort  was 
made  to  hold  the  scales  evenly  between  the  college  in  Hampshire 
County  and  Williams  College,  with  a  slight  tip  toward  the  institu- 
tion nearest  Springfield.  It  was  made  the  rule  of  the  paper,  for 
example,  that  when  the  names  of  the  colleges  were  used  in  conjunc- 
tion, Amherst  should  always  be  mentioned  first — a  small  matter, 
but  indicative  of  enduring  loyalty  to  the  old  order. 

Such  excuse  as  could  be  made  for  inviting  me  into  the  Amherst 
family  was  offered  by  President  Meiklejohn  when  the  degree  was 
conferred,  as  follows: — 

"Solomon  Bulkley  Griffin:  A  little  college  in  the  country,  sir, 
takes  courage  from  seeing  what  you  and  your  fellows  have  done  in 
journalism.  Wherever  in  the  western  world  affairs  of  human  action 
are  discussed,  your  words  have  gone,  have  found  a  hearing.  In 
distant  lands  (I  hope  you  will  not  quote  me  to  your  fellow  citizens 
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at  home)  men  do  not  know  where  Springfield  is,  whether  in  Denver 
or  Illinois.  But  they  do  know  Spnn^field's  Republican.  We  may 
not  say  that  you  are  right  in  policy,  smce  colleges  do  not  take  sides 
on  matters  of  opinion.  But  this  we  say,  'Fairness  and  honesty 
and  courage  you  have  shown,  surpassed  by  none.'  Your  neighbor- 
ing country  college,  then,  seeking  to  make  knowledge  effective  in 
the  lives  of  men,  claims  fellowship  with  you  and  yours.  We,  too, 
are  fain  to  tell  the  truth.  You,  sir,  our  sister's  son,  we  make  today 
our  son.  Son  of  Williams,  in  the  name  of  Amherst  I  confer  upon 
you  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Laws." 


ARTHUR  P.  RUGG 

CHIEF  JUSTICE    OF  THE   MASSACHUSETTS   SUPREME   COURT 

Please  accept  my  sincere  congratulations  upon  the  signal  honor  be- 
stowed upon  you  by  Amherst  College  with  the  highest  academic  degree 
at  the  recent  Commencement.  I  conceive  that  this  distinction  should  be 
granted  only  in  recognition  of  public  service  or  achievement  in  scholar- 
ship of  the  first  order.  Perhaps  it  is  enough  to  say  that  as  one  of  the 
trustees  of  Amherst,  I  was  glad  to  vote  for  the  conferring  of  this  degree 
upon  you.  But  the  occasion  affords  opportunity  to  express  to  you  my 
appreciation  of  the  extremely  important  and  valuable  work  which  for  so 
many  years  you  have  rendered  as  managing  editor  of  The  Springfield 
Republican.  Wide  knowledge,  incisiveness  of  intellect,  independence  of 
thought,  breadth  of  vision  and  unquestioned  sincerity  have  characterized 
your  labors  in  that  field.  That  is  conceded,  I  believe,  by  all  persons  com- 
petent to  form  an  opinion,  however  diverse  may  be  their  individual  con- 
victions. It  is  difficult  to  think  of  a  more  grateful  meed  as  the  crown  of 
a  life-work.  I  hope  that  the  years  of  your  retirement  from  the  exacting 
duties  of  editing  a  daily  paper  may  be  many  and  full  of  joy. 


JOHN  A.  AIKEN 

CHIEF  JUSTICE    OF   THE   MASSACHUSETTS    SUPERIOR  COURT 

The  Republican  and  Solomon  B.  Griffin  in  my  mind  have  been  synony- 
mous so  long  it  is  not  easy  for  me  to  separate  them,  and  Robert  O.  Morris 
says  I  will  have  to  as  the  separation  is  a  fact.  The  Republican,  that  is 
Solomon  B.  Griffin  as  I  regarded  it,  has  so  long  been  doing  my  thinking 
day  after  day,  Sundays  included,  that  to  think  of  thinking  for  myself  is 
unthinkable.  There  is  the  situation  I'm  in  and  there  is  the  explanation 
of  my  tardiness  in  telling  you  of  my  feeling,  for  when  one  doesn't  know 
what  to  say  there  is  hope  in  silence.  My  subscription  to  The  Republican 
shall  continue  and  I'll  try  to  imagine  you  still  "it,"  that  is  the  only  imme- 
diate solution  of  my  perplexities.  So  far,  I  have  written  in  a  spirit  sad  and 
valedictory;  fortunately,  I  can  end  in  rejoicing  for  Amherst  has  made  my 
heart  glad  by  giving  you  an  LL.D.;  fittingly  yours  by  reason  of  historical 
associations  between  Williams  and  Amherst,  by  proximity  of  environment 
and  most  fittingly  by  reason  of  achievements  in  life. 
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RICHARD  W.  IRWIN 

JUDGE  OF  THE  MASSACHUSETTS   SUPERIOR  COURT 

Permit  me  to  warmly  congratulate  you  upon  the  reward  of  merit,  the 
mark  of  distinction,  Amherst  College  has  bestowed  upon  you.  That  larger, 
more  observant  and  more  critical  order  of  persons,  tne  public,  long  ago  as- 
cribed to  you  that  high  degree  of  merit  which  all  right-minded  men  so  much 
covet,  viz.:  An  honorable  man,  an  accomplished  and  amiable  gentleman. 
I  have  a  mixed  feeling  regarding  your  departure  from  the  editorial  room 
of  The  Republican,  where  I  have  so  often  been  favored  to  visit  with  you. 
I  find  much  pleasure  in  your  respite  from  the  arduous  and  compelling  duties 
of  modern  journalism,  but  I  have  deep  regret  that  our  schoolmaster-at- 
large  has  quit  the  chair  he  has  so  long,  so  efficiently  and  so  proficiently 
occupied.  But  while  you  have  retired  from  the  strain  of  routme  work,  I 
know  that  you  will  not  consent  to  be  a  drone  or  a  recluse,  for  you  could  not 
stay  inactive  and  you  would  not  become  unsocial.  I  hope  for  the  privilege 
of  meeting  you  often. 


FRANCIS  LYNDE  STETSON 

OF    NEW  YORK   CITY 

You,  and  the  dear  old  College  and  The  Springfield  Republican  are 
New  England  institutions  worthy  of  the  affection  which  you  all  enjoy  and 
the  high  esteem  which  you  all  merit  and  receive. 


HENRY  P.  FIELD 

OF    NORTHAMPTON 

I  rather  expected  to  see  you  again  before  we  left  Amherst  last  Wed- 
nesday, but  I  want  to  say  to  you,  what  I  only  half  expressed  then,  that 
nothing  has  pleased  me  so  much  of  late  as  this  degree  to  you  from  my  old 
alma  mater. 


FRANCIS  E.  REGAL 

EDITORIAL   WRITER   OF   THE   REPUBLICAN 

To  you  honors  are  an  old  story  and  you  bear  them  lightly,  but  we  all 
join  in  expressing  pleasure  at  the  tribute  given  by  Amherst  to  your  great 
work.    With  best  wishes. 


WALTER  S.  CARSON 

OF   GREENFIELD 

I  extend  mv  congratulations  because  of  the  honor  bestowed  upon  you 
by  Amherst  College.  Every  word  of  the  tribute  paid  you,  you  had  richly 
deserved.  It  is  well  to  do  things  according  to  tne  dictates  of  one's  con- 
science, and  it  is  also  mighty  sweet  to  have  appreciation. 
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(the  boston  herald) 

Amherst  College  pays  a  compliment  to  conservative  journalism,  as 
well  as  to  a  great  editor,  in  its  bestowal  of  the  degree  of  doctor  of  laws  on 
Solomon  Bulkley  Griffin,  for  many  years  managing  editor  of  The  Spring- 
field Republican,  with  whose  great  influence  in  the  Connecticut  Valley  the 
trustees  of  Amherst  are  necessarily  familiar.  Mr.  Griffin  retired  from 
journalism  in  March.  Amherst  also  gives  the  same  degree  to  the  Governor 
of  the  Commonwealth,  one  of  its  own  graduates  in  the  class  of  1895. 


FROM   KAPPA  ALPHA 

Members  of  the  Williams  Chapter  of  the  Kappa  Alpha  Society 
— oldest  of  the  college  secret  fraternities,  established  at  Union  Col- 
lege in  1825,  and  brought  to  the  Berkshire  institution  in  1833  by  a 
group  of  students  of  whom  my  father  was  one — took  note  of  my 
retirement.  My  two  brothers  and  a  son  are  members,  and  so  the 
family  associations  with  the  society  are  long  and  dear.  At  the  Com- 
mencement Reunion  June  21,  1919,  there  was  presented  a  beautiful 
piece  of  old  English  silver,  an  urn  of  artistic  conception  made  in 
London  in  1764  by  Daniel  Smith  and  Robert  Sharp.  It  is  pictured 
in  the  photograph  herewith  reproduced: — 
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WOODROW  WILSON'S  GOOD  WISHES 

EXPRESSED   IN   A   LETTER  FROM 

The  White  House, 

July  IS,  I9'9' 

,  .  I  am  very  grateful  to  you  for  your  fine 
support,  and  I  regret  to  see  you  retire  from 
The  Republican.  My  best  wishes  go  with 
you. 
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BY  WAY  OF  APOLOGY 


Beware  the  supposedly  modest  person  when  materials  lending 
themselves  to  personal  exploitation  are  placed  within  his  reach  ! 
The  temptation  is  more  than  likely  to  prove  his  undoing.  Thus 
have  I  been  led  into  this  extraordinary  debauch  —  and,  worse  yet, 
found  shameless  satisfaction  in  the  experience! 

But,  even  so,  am  I  wholly  without  excuse  for  bringing  to  those 
bound  to  me  by  ties  of  blood  or  fellowship  these  amazingly  reas- 
suring sheaves  that  testify  of  a  life  not  wholly  wasted  ?  *Tis  thus  I 
would  like  to  share  in  the  unexpected  good  fortune  of  my  friends. 
In  final  apology  let  it  be  added  that  no  one  sees  more  clearly  than  the 
one  responsible  for  this  compilation  how  much  that  has  been  written 
goes  beyond  the  merits  of  its  subject.  And  yet,  men  and  brethren, 
while  deploring  such  sin,  is  it  not  permitted  me  to  love  the  offenders  ? 

That  which  I  have  been  experiencing  of  late,  so  far  exceeding  in  its 
affectionate  expression  anything  that  could  have  been  conceived  of 
in  the  wildest  of  dreams,  has  given  deep  personal  meaning  to  those 
lines  of  Oliver  Wendell  Holmes: 

There  is  no  friend  like  an  old  friend,  who  has  shared  our  morning  days, 
No  greeting  like  his  welcome,  no  homage  like  his  praise; 
Fame  is  the  scentless  sunflower,  with  gaudy  crown  of  gold; 
But  friendship  is  the  breathing  rose,  with  sweets  in  every  fold. 

So  to  be  enfolded  while  mind  and  heart  can  respond  is  happiest 
crowning  of  my  busy  years! 
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"Too  well  I  know 
How  Friendship  pays  the  debts  it  does  not  owe; 
Shapes  a  poor  semblance  fondly  to  its  mind; 
Adds  all  the  virtues  that  it  fails  to  find; 
Adorns  with  graces  to  its  heart's  content; 
Borrows  from  love  what  nature  never  lent, 
'Till  —  what  with  halo,  jewels,  gilding,  paint  — 
The  veriest  sinner  deems  himself  a  saint. 
Thus  while  you  pay  these  honors  as  my  due, 
I  owe  my  value's  larger  part  to  you; 
And  in  the  tribute  of  the  hour  I  see 
Not  what  I  am  but  what  I  ought  to  be." 

— Oliver  Wendell  Holmes 
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